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THE CURIOUS AND REMARKABLE HISTORY OF KING HIRAM LODGE No. 37

A .F .  &  A .M . ,  G .R .C .
Inge rso l l Ontar io

INTRODUCTION

Th is  comp i la t i on ,  as  i n  mos t  h i s to r i ca l  w r i t i ogs ,  i s  some*
th ing  o f  a  rehash  o f  ea r l i e r  accoun ts .  By  the  na tu re  o f  some sou rces ,
they too were based on wr i t ings of  an even ear l ier  t ime.  The edi tor -
author  of  th is  present  narrat , ive makes no apology for  hav ing had
recourse  to  ea r l i e r  accoun ts ,  t o  seek  c ross  re fe rences ,  o the r  sou rces ,
and to  re-phrase or  re-cast  the obscure,  and to  expand on events which
hi ther to have been e i ther  g lossed over  or  ignored.  Some obvious errors
in  source mater ia l  have been corrected.  A great  deal  o f  new mater ia l
has been added inc lud ing explanatory and back-ground in format ion.

The  a r rangemen t  o f  ma te r i a l  i s  ma in l y  ch rono log i ca l ,  w i th
added  backg round  in fo rma t ion .  The  ed i to r i a l  and  au tho r ' s  no tes  expand
on  spec i f i c  i t ems .  The  l i s t  o f  Worsh ip fu l  Mas te rs  and  the i r  i ns ta l -
Ia t ion dates are headed by the grand lodge then g iven the Lodge's
a l leg iance.  An Addendum indicates the d i f f icu l t ies inherenL in  the
p rocess  o f  h i s to r i ca l  resea rch .

There  may  be  e r ro rs  o f  f ac t  and  i n  i n te rp re ta t i on .  Thus ,  t he
edi tor -author  is  unable to  vouch for  the absolute t ru th of  every word.
Ye t  readers  w i l l  be  be t te r  i n fo rmed  than  has  been  h i t he r to  poss ib le .
In  some j -nstances,  cer ta in  judgements have been made in  v iew of  the
mos t  l i ke l y  i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  t he  fac ts .  The  wr i t e r  i s  a l so  gu i l t y  o f
some ed i to r i a l  comment ,  accep t i ng  respons ib l i t y  f o r  t hese  i n te rp re -
ta t i ons ,  r i gh t  o r  w rong .  I  hope  my  b re th ren  w i l l  f i nd  th i s  p resen ta -
t i on  wor thwh i l e .

S tewar t  L .  Thu r te1 l ,  P .G .S .
Lodge  H is to r i an

December  t5 t .h  1991
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John G.  Robbins
Ivan R.  Smi th
Rober t  L .  Clemens L962
Wi l f red  C .  Gar ra t t  L964-L965
Joseph  R .  Ba rne t t
Kenneth E.  Nadal in
T .  James  Bon i face
Malcolm W. Branscombe
Maxwel l  W. Pet t i t
Joe l  C .  P ipe r
Rober t  A .  Co l l i ns
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1970
L97L
L972
L97 4

Stewart  L .  Thur te l l  L975
Russe l l  B .  P ipe r  .  L976-L977
Wayne E.  Kaake L978
Edward G.  T.  van Rees .  L979
Kenneth A.  Legacy I9B0
James  F .  Vyse  1981
Thomas  R .  Pa rke r ,  Q .C  L982
Robe r t  J .  We l t  l 9B3
Thomas  C .  Be r t rand  1984
Gregory  F .  C lemens  1985
Kenne th  L .  R i l ey  1986
Douglas R.  Bender  L987
John  L .  Savage  1988
O.  Roy  Kno t t  l 9B9
Denn is  M.  Fe i ck  1990
Lawrence  E .  Pye  1991
Donald R.  Rumble .  L992

W.  B ro .  Jo rdan  R .  Bowco t t
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*  *  B ro .  Norman  E .  F rench  S r .  Deacon  *  *
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r r  *  Thomas  R .  Pa rke r t  R t .  Wor .  B ro .  Doug las  R .  Bender
* *
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' The  Un ique  S to r y  o f  K ing  H i ram Lodge  No .  37 ,  A .F .  &  A .M . ,  G .R .C .
The p ioneer  lodge born of  the or ig ina l  set t lement  of  Upper  Canada

GENESIS - THE ARRIVALS

In  the  ea r l y  sp r i ng  o f  1793 ,  Ma jo r  Thomas  Inge rso l l  se t  ou t  on  h i s
f i r s t  j ou rney  f rom N iaga ra  to  Ox fo rd .  I nge rso l l ,  an  Amer i can  f rom Mas-
sachuset ts ,  as a f r iend of  Capta in Joseph Brant  (Cfr ie t  Thayendenaga
of  the Mohawks)  was led on ancient  Ind ian t ra i ls  through the dense
fo res ts ,  gu ided  by  Mohawk  war r i o rs .  A t  l as t ,  I nge rso l l  cou ld  i nspec t
the  l ands  o f  t he  641000  ac re  Crown  g ran t  he  had  ag reed  to  popu lu la te
wi th  set t lers  in  that  par t  o f  Upper  Canada named Oxford.

Ingersol l  served the cause of  the rebels  in  the Amer ican Revolut -
ion,  yet  he became d isenchanted wi th  the puni t i t ive laws passed in  the
New England states which ef fect ive ly  d iscr iminated against  and d is-
enfranchised those Amer ican co lonia ls  who had suppor ted the Crown
dur ing the revolut ion.  Ingersol l  had great  sympathy for  those who
remained toyal  to  the Crown,  inc lud ing some of  h is  own fami ly .  He
admired those courageous Loyal is ts  who chose ex i le  f rom thei r  long-
set t led homes and k in ,  and whose proper ty  was conf iscated by the
v i c to r i ous  rebe ls .  A lmos t  des t i t u te ,  many  had  l i t t l e  cho i ce  bu t  t o
emigrate to  the remain ing Br i t ish Colonies in  Nor th Amer ica.

Ingersol l  was a l i fe- long personal  f r iend of  Colonel  John G.raves
Simcoe,  the recent ly  appointed L ieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada.
Governor  Simcoe encouraged many of  h is  former rebel  f r iends to  come
to Upper  Canada,  and of fered at t ract ive Crown grants to  those capable
immigrants whose weal th  and prest ige could suppor t  and at t ract  su i t -
ab le set t lers  for  large t racts  of  Crown Lands now open for  set t lement
and  deve lopmen t .  Ma jo r  I nge rso l l  was  one  o f  t hese .

Ingersol l  came to Upper  Canada wi th  h is  fami ly  in  f783,  tak ing the
oath of  a l leg iance to  the Crown as he crossed the f ront ier  a t  Niagara.
Inge rso l l  f i r s t  l i ved  i n  N iaga ra ,  a t  Queens town  (Queens ton )  where  he
operated a tavern,  unt i l  he was granted lands to  be set t led.  Inger-
so l l ' s  o l des t  ch i l d ,  Lau ra t  a  daugh te r  by  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ,  w i t h  he r
husband,  Loyal is t  sergeant  James Secord,  t ravel led in  company wi th  her
fa the r ' s  f am i l y ,  t ak ing  up  l ands  awarded  to  Seco rd  fo r  h i s  l oya l t y .
They set t led a few mi les f rom the Niagara River ,  near  Lundyrs Lane.

Inge rso l l  se t  abou t  o rgan iz ing  se t t l e rs  to  es tab l i sh  a  success fu l
communi ty  once h is  grant  was approved.  Ear ly  in  L793 the Crown grant
was  awardedr  so  Ma jo r  I nge rso1 l  had  to  choose  the  s i t e  f o r  h i s  se t t l e -
ment .  Guided by f r iendly  Mohawk Ind ians,  Ingersol l  was led through the
dense  fo res ts  and  d i f f i cu l t  t r a i l s  f o r  abou t  100  m i les ,  t o  t he  banks
of  the Thames River  ( r iv iere la  t ranche)  r  EIn area ca l led Oxford-on-
the -Thames .  The  g ran t  was  fo r  641000  ac res ,  one  hundred  sguare  m i les ,
g iven on condi t ion the area would be set t led wi th in  ten years.

In  th i s  w i l de rness ,  I nge rso l l  chose  w ise l y .  H i s  cho ice  was  a  p lace
in the r iver  va l ley where the Thames f lows across a broad a l luv ia l
p la in  between heavi ly  wooded h i l ls  r  €rn area where there were e ight
t r ibutary creeks f lowing in to the r iver .  These creeks,  dammed,  could
prov ide water-power for  gr is t ,  f lour  and saw mi l ls ,  the only  a l ternat-
ive to  human or  an imal  power in  the 18th century.  This  local i ty  o f
Oxford-upon- the-Thames was more than a townsi ter  EIS i t  inc luded most
of  the centra l  par t  o f  the present  Oxford County.  Wi th in  a couple of
years set t lemenL began in  earnest ,  br ing ing a var ie ty  of  set t lers .
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'  
Those recent  ar r iva ls  inc luded a number of  profess ions and t rades,

of  ambi t ious and wi l l ing refugees f rom Amer ica,  ar ix ious to  create the
beginnings of  local  agr icu l ture,  commerce and industry ,  even though
they would be s tar t ing again as p ioneers in  a harsh land.

MASONIC BEGINNINGS - THE FIRST GRAND LODGE

Major  Ingersol l  was made a Freemason in  h is  b i r thp lace in  Massa-
chuse t t s .  He  a f f i l i a ted  as  a  member  o f  S t .  John ' s  Lodge  o f  F r i endsh ip
No .  2  a t  N iaga ra ,  a  l odge  wh ich  s t i l l  con t i nues  as  N iaga ra  Lodge
No.  2 ,  G .  R .  C .  a t  N iaga ra -on - the -Lake ,  t he  p remie r  l odge  i n  the
Prov ince  o f  On ta r i o  today .  I nge rso l l  was  the  fa the r ,  by  h i s  f i r s t
w i fe ,  o f  t he  no tab le  he ro ine ,  Lau ra  ( tnge rso l l )  Seco rd  o f  War  o f  1812
fame.  Laura was the wi fe  of  h is  f r iend and son- in- law,  James Secord,
a l so  a  mason  and  a  member  o f  t he  same lodge .  On  occas ion ,  S t .  John rs
Lodge met  at  Ingersol l 's  Tavern,  d t  Queenstown when the fami ly  l ived
in  the  N iaga ra  a rea .

The  f i r s t  se t t l e r  he re ,  Thomas  Inge rso l l  was  a  F reemason .  Thus  i t .
is  not  surpr is ing to  f ind the successfu l  development  of  h is  set t lement
brought  other  masons to  share that  success.  The hamlet  prospered and
grew,  for  in  on ly  ten years there were suf f ic ient  Freemasons in  the
communi ty  to  create the very f i rs t  masonic  lodge in  th is  par t  o f  the
country .  Thus the success of  the set t lement ,  and the success of  the
lodge which became King Hi ram Lodge'  are forever  in ter twined.

The story  of  our  venerable and h is tor ic  o Id lodge begins in  the
wi lderness,  among swamps and forests  and h i l ls ,  where wi ld  creatures
shared the land wi th  the noble and loyal  but  untamed Indian warr iors
and the few Europeans who dared to  face the dangers,  hardships and
to i l  o f  bu i ld ing a home in  a harsh new and remote country .

Many of  the new arr iva ls  were masons of  vary ing or ig ins and
a l l eg iances ,  anx ious  to  con t i nue  i n  the  Cra f t  t hey  he ld  dea r .  The  more
ardent  ones gathered together  in  th is  new centre of  commerce,  here at
Oxford,  and pet i t ioned for  a  warrant .  The sum of  " two guineas"  was
forwarded to the Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge,  of  the "AthoI I "  Grand Lodge
of  England (Ancients) ,  a t  Niagara.  The warrant  was granted by Grand
Mas te r  Fo rsy th  on  Apr i l  12 th ,  1803 ,  and  numbered  as  Lodge  No .  2L  on
the regis ter  o f  the Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge.

I t  is  un l ike ly  the masons assembled for  the inst i tu t ion of  the
new lodge were aware the Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge at  Niagara was " i r reg-
u lar r "  wi th  the new lodge as the f i rs t  o f  severa l  to  be inst i tu ted
under  these auspices.  I t  is  beyond t ,he scope of  th is  narrat ive to
delve in to the confused and compl icated manoever ings involved '  except
to s tate that  u l t imate ly  th is  i r regular i ty  was healed.

The new Lodge was inst i tu ted on the FeasL of  St .  John the Bapt is t ,
on Fr iday June 24t 'h  f803,  and was held in  the cabin of  Bro.  Rober t
Sweet ,  just  south of  the r iverr  oD the east  s ide of  the now Thames
Street ,  which at  the t j -me was an ancient  Ind ian t ra i l ,  a  ford cros-
s ing the r iver .  I t  was a t rad i t ional  and h is tor ic  nat ive t rade route
between Niagara and Lake Huron,  and a branch to  the nor th f rom the
Niagara-Detro i t  t ra i1 .  This  was the route of  the I roquois  Confederacy
t r ibes to  the i r  main source of  weapon f l in ts  f rom the Neutra l
rnd ians '  ( c f r i ppewas?)  a t  S tony  Po in t ,  on  the  Lake  Huron  sho re .
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'  The beaut i fu l ly  hand-wr i t ten minutes of  the f i rs t  meet ing s t i l l
ex i s t ,  a  p r i zed  possess ion  ca re fu l l y  p rese rved  i n  the  a rch i ves  o f  t he
Lodge .  They  read  as  fo l l ows :

u1803  24Lh  June .  Grand  Lodge  opened  a t  Ox fo rd  a t  1 l  o rc lock ,  by
v i r t ue  o f  a  d i spensa t i on  f rom the  Grand  Mas te r ,  da ted  Apr i l  l 2 th ,
1803 .  P roceeded  to  i ns ta l l  B ro .  James  Burd i ck ,  Mas te r ;  Enoch  Burd i ck ,
Senior  Warden;  Samuel  Canf ie ld ,  Junior  Warden;  Grand Lodge c losed

a t  I  o t c l ock ,  P .M . "

"Mas te r f s  Lodge  opened  a t  2  o r c l ock ,  c l osed  a t  3  o r c l ock  i n  good
harmony.  "

The other  members present  were:  Rober t  Sweet ;  Ar ia l  Tousley;
Asake l  Lew is ,  Joe l  P ipe r ,  and  Harmon  Laurence .

A  v i s i t o r ,  Wor .  B ro .  W i l l i am Sumner  o f  Bu r fo rd  Lodge  No .  I l  was
appointed as Secretary,  Pro Tempore,  for  the opening of  the "Grand
Lodge .  "

The insta l la t ion was conducted by Wor.  Bros.  Thomas Horner  and
D.  Pa rmer  o f  Bu r fo rd  No .  11 ,  ( t he  Lodge  o f  t he  Mohawk  V i l l age ) .  The
o the r  v i s i t o rs  were  a  B ro .  Graham o f  Bu r fo rd  Lodge ;  B ros .  I .  Mer r i ck
and  Ca leb  S ta f fo rd  o f  Gr imsby  Lodge  No .  15 ;  and  B ro .  S i kes  Towns ley
o f  New York  Lodge  No .  58 ,  (an  ea r l y  p ioneer  se t t l e r  he re  and  l a te r

a  Worsh ip fu l  Mas te r  o f  t he  l odge) .

The f i rs t  candidate was Isaac Burd ick,  in i t ia ted on Tuesday"  Ju ly
5 th  1803 ,  w i th  the  fee  fo r  t he  "mak ings "  o f  "e igh t  do l l a rs ,  New York
money .  t t

The ear ly  ! 'Bye-Laws" in form us each v is i t ing brother  had to  cont-
r ibute one sh i l l ing for  an ord inary meet i -ng,  but  two sh i l l ings for  the
"Lodge  o f  S t .  John r "  t he  semi -annua l  f es t i va l s  wh ich  a l so  i nc luded  the
e lec t i ons  to  o f f i ce r  E rs  the  te rm o f  o f f i ce  i n  t hose  days  was  fo r  s i x
months only .  The regular  meet ings were held on " the f i rs t  Tuesday of
each month,  next  a fLer  the fu l l  moon" so the brethren would have the
i l luminat ion of  moonl ight  in  the i r  journeys to  and f rom lodge over  the
forest  t ra i ls  and the wretched roads of  the t ime.

The o ld by- laws make i t  c lear  human nature was not  neglected as
the Master  appointed the Senior  Warden:  "but  that  the Master  not  have
too much author i ty  in  th is  respect ,  the Senior  Warden may appoint  a
Junior  Warden."  Another  by- law prov ided:  "Every member shal l  come in to
the lodge decent ly  c lo thed and in  such at t i re  as is  su i tab le to  h is
rank,  qual i ty  and condi t ion of  l i fe ,  a lways remember ing that  he can
never  associate wi th  bet ter  company than Brethren and Fel lows,  "  a
s ta temen t  wh ich  a f te r  189  yea rs  i s  s t i l l  va l i d '

The morals  of  the brethren were looked af ter  in  those days.  Among
o the r " th ings ,  one  o f  t he  ru les  s ta ted ,  " I f  any  b ro the r  became in tox i -
cated in  or  out  o f  the Lodge,  he should be f ined 8 sh i l l ings and
sharp ly  repr imanded by the Master . "  I t  was a custom of  the t imes for
each meet ing,  one brother  would be responsib le to  pay for  and supply
the candles for  i l luminat ion,  whi le  another  was responsib le to  furn ish
" the  l i quo rs "  f o r  t he  re f reshmen t  o f  t he  b re th ren .  I t  i s  cu r i ous  to
note the cost  o f  the candles was genera l ly  greater  than the cost  o f
the  l oca l l y  made  sp i r i t s .

The ca l l  for  he lp and for  f ra ternal  char i ty  was not  neglected
e i the r r  dS  one  en t r y  d i sc loses ,  " two  do l l a rs  were  to  be  pa id  ou t  o f
the Lodge funds to  pay for  a  doctor  for  Bro.  Rober t  Sweet . "



Page 4

'The re  
can  be  few  lodges  i n  On ta r i o  w i th  reco rds  as  fu l l  and

cont inuous and complete for  one hundred and e ighty-n ine years;  the o ld
by- laws and proceedings having been compi led and secure ly  boundr  so
they  a re  sa fe l y  p rese rved .  The  Lodge  i s  j us t i f i ab l y  p roud  to  have
these ancient  and in terest ing records avai lab le to  the members and to
masons  genera l l y .

INVASION - THE WAR OF 1812

Fears were abroad in  the land as Amer ican Pres ident  James Madison
pursued a pol icy  leading to  war  wi th  Br i ta in  whi le  the Br i t ish were
preoccupied in  the war  against  Napoleon in  Europe.  Madison was the
leading "war-hawk" in  Amer ica,  and was look ing for  an excuse to
invade and annex Canada at  a  t ime when the poss ib i l i ty  o f  a  weak
Br i t ish response seemed l ike ly .  The pol i t ica l  pot  was boi l ing between
Br i ta in  and the Uni ted States i  a  minor  inc ident  was just  the excuse
needed!  .  and the war  erupted!

The people of  Upper  Canada feared the worst ,  and so i t  is  no sur-
pr ise to  read a mot ion recorded in  the Lodge minutes of  June l2 th 1812
that :  "Bro.  David Cur t is  take charge of  the regal ia  and work ing too ls
fo r  sa fe -keep ing  un t i l  t he  War  be  ove r . "

This  precaut ion was prophet ic ,  as an Amer ican force under  Genera l
Duncan McArthur  crossed t i re  St .  Cla i r  River  on September 26| - ih  1814

wi th 750 mounted men and f ive f ie ld  p ieces j -n  an at tempt  to  out f lank
the beleagured Br i t ish-Canadian forces defending the Niagara f ront ier .
McArthur  was guided in  h is  depredat ions by a b lood- th i rs ty  renegade,
one Andrew Westbrook.

Westbrook,  an Amer ican,  had bought  and operated the combined
lumber  and  g r i s t  m i l l s  a t  Cen t rev i l l e  f rom Wor .  B ro .  James  Burd i ck ,
ea r l y  i n  1810 .  As  the  war  l oomed ,  h i s  l oya l t y  t o  the  Amer i can  cause
sent  h im back across the border ,  where Westbrook of fered h is  serv ices
to Genera l  McArthur  as a scout  and patro l  leader ,  to  be known as the
no to r i ous  "Wes tb rook  Ra ide rs .  "

On h is  return here,  Westbrook,  wi th  much loca1 knowledge'  gu ided
the ra id ing-par ty  to  hunt  down known mi l i t ia-men,  razLng the i r  homes
and farms.  He repaid the k indnesses of  the George Nichols  fan i ly  by
burn ing down thei r  homestead and the Centrev i l le  mi1 ls  on Tuesday
October  4th.  This  was wi th in  a mi le  of  where the regal ia  lay h idden.

The  nex t  day  McAr thu r ' s  f o rce  j ou rneyed  toward  Bur fo rd .  He
destroyed everyth ing which might  be usefu l  to  the Br i t ish,  k i l led or
d isarmed and paro led the mi l i t ia ,  threatening to  hang any opponents,
des t roy ing  fa rms ,  homes ,  m i l l s  and  s to rehouses  as  he  t r i ed  to  move  on
Bur l ington Bay to  enc i rc le  and out f lank the defenders.  When he was
opposed and outnumbered by the toyal  Ind ians of  the Six  Nat ions near
Brant ford,  he began to wi thdraw back toward the border  f rom whence he
came,  leav ing devastat ion in  h is  wake.

McArthur  defeated the mi l i t ia  and a few Br i t ish regulars in  sk i r -
mishes in  the Oakland-Water ford area,  moving to  Simcoe,  Vi t tor ia  and
the Lake Er ie  shore,  ravaging the land as he went .  Harassed by h idden
Canadian sharpshooters and ambushes,  McArthur  re t i red toward the U.S.
border  by way of  the Talbot  Tra i l ,  St .  Thomas and Chatham on h is  dev-
astat ing way to  the Detro i t  f ront ier  to  f ind safety  across the r iver .
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'Wor .  
B ro .  Ma jo r  S i kes  Towns ley  o f  t he  m i l i t i a ,  an  expe r ienced  o ld

sold ier ,  a  member of  the Lodge,  d is t inguished h imsel f  in  the bat t le  at
Ma lco lm 's  M i l l s  nea r  Wate r fo rd .  Pe rhaps  on l y  a  m ino r  ba t t l e ,  wh ich
brought  l i t t le  success to  the defenders,  yet  the devot ion and stub-
bornness of  the Canadians convinced McArthur  that  i t  was t ime to
re t rea t .  B ro .  Towns ley  had  a l so  se rved  a t  Fo r t  De t ro i t  w i th  Genera l
B rock ,  d t  Fo r t  E r ie  and  a t  Lundy ' s  Lane  w i th  some d i s t i nc t i on .

THE BUILDING CONTINUES

After  the War ended in  18t5,  the condi t ion of  the Craf t  in  Upper
Canada was shakyr  €ts  the Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge was very inef fect ive,
and i ts  parent ,  the Engl ish Grand Lodge seemed very ind i f ferent  to  the
needs of  the Canadian masons.  A s t rong fee l ing began to develop that
somehow there ought  to  be a Canadian grand lodge.  Sent iment  s topped
shor t  o f  demanding complete independencer  ds decided at  the Grand
Mason ic  Conven t ion  he ld  a t  K ings ton ,  w i th  R t .  Wor .  B ro .  Z iba  M.
Ph i l l i ps  as  P res iden t ,  i n  t he  yea rs  f rom 1817  to  L822 .

The Lodge minutes of  Thursday,  March ls t  L82L speak:  "Grand.
Convent ion assembled at  Bro.  David Cur t is '  homestead in  Oxford,  and
opened in  the th i rd  degree of  masonry.  Proceed to the inst ,a l la t ion of
the  o f f i ce rs  o f  K ing  H i ram Lodge .  "  Th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  re fe rence  to  the
name, King Hi ram Lodge.

In L822,  Rt .  Wor.  Bro.  S imon McGi l l iv ray arr ived f rom England wi th
a warrant  as Prov inc ia l  Grand Master  of  the recent ly  combined Uni ted
Grand Lodge of  England (  18f3 )  .  The brethren were impressed by the zeal
of  McGi l l iv rayr  ds our  minutes at test :  "October  ls t  L822 -  voted that
th is  lodge come under  the Grand Lodge of  York,  and to  acknowledge the
government  thereof  to  be legal .  "

McGi t l iv ray had in terv iewed our  Bro.  David Cur t is  I  a  de legate to
the f i rs t  meet ing of  the rev ived Grand Lodge,  then issued a new
dispensat ion conf i rming the Lodge was in  every respect  regular .  Thus
was healed the cont inu ing quest ion of  the " i r regular i ty"  o f  the inst i -
tu t ion of  the Lodge by the "schismat ic"  Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge of
N iaga ra  i n  1803 .

REGENERATION _ THE SECOND GRAND LODGE

Later ,  the l is t  o f  the Uni ted Grand Lodge of  England showed,  among
the  con t r i bu to ry  l odges  i n  Upper  Canada ,  "No .  765 ,  K ing  H i ram Lodge ,
Ox fo rd ,  Upper  Canada" ,  l i s ted  on  the  P rov inc ia l  Grand  Reg is te r  as :
"King Hi ram Lodge No.  L2,  Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge of  Upper  Canada,
Eng l i sh  Reg is te r . "  The  d i spensa t i on  g i v ing  a l l eg iance  to  the  P rov in -
c ia l  Grand Lodge at  York was approved on Tuesday,  August  t0 th L824.

King Hi ram Lodge prospered for  some years.  The Prov inc ia l  Grand
Master ,  McGi l l iv ray,  was engaged in  the fur  t rade,  and in  th is  endeav-
our  he was the founder  of  t ,he fur - t rad ing post  o f  For t  Wi1 l iam, now
Thunder  Bay.  Wi th the constant  t ravel  demands of  h is  work,  McGi l l iv ray
was unable to  keep up h is  c lose contacts  wi th  the lodges.  Af ter  the
p .  G .  M . ' s  r eca l l  t o  Eng land  i n  1825 ,  t he re  was  no  l eade r  l e f t  t o
ru1e.  The Uni ted Grand Lodge of  England d id not  permi t  i ts  prov inc ia l
grand lodges to  e lect  the i r  own grand master ,  and were qui te  ind i f -
ferent  to  the heal th  of  the Craf t  in  Upper  Canaada.  The Prov inc ia l
Grand  Lodge  tas t  me t  i n  L829 ,  l eade r less  and  i ne f fec t i ve .  F reemasonry
faced severe chal lenges,  as far  too many lodges fa i led to  surv ive.
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'The  Canad ian  l odges  were  ad r i f t ,  unde r  p ressu re  f rom the  sp i l 1 -
over  of  "ant i -masonic"  sent iment  f rom the Amer ican "Morgan Af fa i r r "  a t
a t ime the " reform" movement  began to d isrupt  the pol i t ica l  s tab i l i ty
of  the prov ince.  These two concurrent  events d i rect ly  a f fected our
Order  and King Hi ram Lodge.  The pol i t ica l  upheaval  began to increase
in an at tempt  by the reformers to  over throw the corrupt  and autocrat ic
"Fami ly  Compactr "  the der is ive name g iven to  the se l f -seeking power-
brokers in  the Prov inc ia l  capi ta l  a t  York,  cu lminat ing in  the Rebel -
l i on  o f  1837 .  Here ,  i n  Ox fo rd ,  t he  e f fec ts  o f  t he  rebe l l i on  were
immediate;  a  danger  to  members of  K ing Hi ram Lodge.

REVOLT AND REFORM

From L829 the Grand Lodge ceased i ts  leadership '  as King Hi ram
Lodge suf fered in  the turmoi l ,  w i th  no lodge meet ings recorded between
May 183f  and January 1835.  Many masons were prominent  in  the reform
movement ,  be ing considered suspect  by the author i t ies.  A leading
c i t j - zen ,  Wor .  B ro .  E l i sha  Ha l l ,  Jun io r ,  an  ea r l y  p ioneer  and  Lodge
Mas te r  i n  1856 ,  was  an  a rden t  re fo rmer  and  an  ac t i ve  rebe l .  (n l i s f ra
Ha l I  bu i l t  t he  f i r s t  b r i ck  house  i n  Ox fo rd ,  a  house  wh ich  s t i l l  s tands
as  170  K ing  S t ree t  Eas t ,  t he  home o f  Mrs .  James  W.  Fe rgusson) .

A f te r  suppor t i ng  "MacKenz ie t s  Rebe l l i on , "  Ha l1  was  under  house
arrest ,  guarded by a mi l i t ia  detachment .  By a dar ing subter fuge he was
able to  escape and f lee for  h is  l i fe  to  Mich igdt r r  where he remained
unt i l  the amnesty was granted by Queen Vic tor ia  in  184I .  Some of  the
rebels  were hanged,  many were t ranspor ted as convic ts  to  Austra l ia ,
unt i l  f ina l ly  the amnesty was granted,  a l lowing the surv ivors to
eventual ly  re turn to  the i r  homes.  Even though the rebel l ion tLzzLed, ,
the resul t  brought  rea l  re form,  and eventual ly  establ ished responsib le
government  in  the country .

Be tween  1835  and  1851  the re  i s  no  o f f i c i a l  reco rd  o f  Lodge
act iv i ty .  Yet  there is  a  loca1 t rad i t ion of  sporadic  meeLings held
dur ing that  era.  Whispered ta lk  is  o f  t .he lodge records being e i ther
h idden or  dest royed to protect  masons who were e i ther  rebels  or  act ive
reformers dur ing the rebel l ion per iod and af ter ,  unt i l  the amnesty was
declared.  I f  so,  such records are lost  and we have no wr i t ten records
o f  t h i s  pe r iod .  ( sou rce :  conve rsa t i ons  w i th  the  l a te  R t .  Wor .  B ro .
Har ry  Bower ,  au tho r  o f  much  o f  t h i s  h i s to r i ca l  reco rd ) .

INTERREGNUM - THE THIRD GRAND LODGE

Many concerned masons were cast ing about  for  ways to  regenerate
the Lodge,  and approached the Grand Lodge of  l re land,  then act ive in
grant ing warrants  to  a number of  lodges in  Canada*.  A pet i t ion for  a
warrant  was requested by a number of  the local  brethren,  suppor ted by
S t .  John rs  Lodge  No .  209 ,  I r i sh  Cons t i t u t i on ,  o f  London '  now  S t .
John ' s  Lodge  No .  209 -A ,  G .R .C .  The  war ran t  was  g ran ted  on  Sa tu rday '
Augus t  30 t .h  185 t r  e iS  "K ing  H i ram Lodge  No .  226 t  I r i sh  Cons t i t u t i on r "
w i th  Wor .  B ro .  Dav id  Cur t i s  as  the  f i r s t  Worsh ip fu l  Mas te r .

I t  soon became apparent  the Grand Lodge of  I re land a lso had a
communicat ion problem wi th the i r  Canadian lodges.  Among many of  these
lodges there was a growing sent iment  for  an independent  Canadian grand
lodge.  In  May lB54 a s t i l lborn at tempt  $/as made by a number of  the
I r i sh  l odges ,  i nc lud ing  K ing  H i ram,  to  es tab l i sh  ano the r  p rov inc ia l
grand lodge in  a meet ing held at  London.
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INDEPENDENCE THE FOURTH GRAND LODGE

The ind i f ference and neglect  o f  the var ious Br i t ish grand lodges
had kept  the pot  bo i l ing for  a  great  many years.  In  L844,  the Uni ted
Grand Lodge of  England had appointed Si r  A l lan MacNab of  Hami l ton as
Grand  Mas te r  o f  t he  P rov inc ia l  Grand  Lodge  o f  Canada  Wes t ,  E .R . ,  even
though MacNab had only  just  become a Master  Mason in  L842.

MacNab was a powerfu l  po l i t ica l  leader ,  and not  very much in ter-
es ted  i n  t he  Cra f t .  S i r  A l l an  a t tended  h i s  f i r s t  mee t ing  o f  t he  P ro -
v inc ia l  Grand  Lodge ,  where ,  t o  t he  cons te rna t i on  o f  t hose  p resen t ,  he
produced h is  warrant  as the Prov inc ia l  Grand Master .  Knowing MacNabrs
ind i f ference,  many masons began to scheme to create an ind igenous
grand lodge,  independent  and sovere ign in  Canada.  This  fact ion was led
by  R t .  Wor .  B ro .  Co lone l  W i l l i am Merce r  W i l son  o f  S imcoe ,  a  fe l l ow
Iawyer ,  so ld ier  and an o ld co l league of  MacNab.

The Wi lson suppor ters  were unable to  gain major i t ies in  the meet-
ings of  the prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge to answer the demands for  Canadian
contro l  over  the Craf t .  AI I  appeals  to  England for  he lp were

unanswered.  F ina l ly ,  the f rust rat ions gave r ise to  a demand for  inde-
pendence,  cu lminat ing in  a meet ing ca l led by Wi lson at  Hami l ton,  on
Obtober  10 th  1855 .  Here ,  d t  l as t ,  cou rag ie  and  zeaL ,  ab l y  I ed  by  Wi l -
son,  brought  the delegaLes to  establ ish the Most  Worshipfu l  the Grand
Lodge of  Canada,  Ancient  Free and Accepted Masons,  Grand Regis t .er  o f
Canadar  ds an independent  grand lodge.  Most  Worshipfu l  Brother  Wi l l iam
Merce r  W i l son  was  e lec ted  as  the  f i r s t  Grand  Mas te r .

Wi lson was insta l led as Grand Master  by the ru l ing Grand Master  of
Michigan,  who immediate ly  recognized the new Canadian Grand Lodge as
regular  and leg i t imate.  A large number of  lodges throughout  Canada
suppor ted th is  ef for t ,  Ieav ing a few lodges of  the Prov inc ia l  Grand
Lodge of  England and of  the Grand Lodge of  I re land st i l l  loya l  to
the i r  wa r ran ts .  K ing  H i ram was  one  o f  t hese  ho ld -ou ts .

On Tuesday,  March 4th 1856,  four  brethren wi thdrew f rom King Hi ram
Lodge  No .  226 ,  I .C . ,  be ing  B ros .  John  Ga l l i f o rd ,  G .A .  Cameron ,  John
Pat terson and John Furzman.  They pet i t ioned the new Grand Lodge of
Canada  f o r  a  wa r ran t ,  g f r an ted  as  S t .  John ' s  Lodge  No .  36 ,  G .R .C . ,  w i t h
Wor .  B ro .  John  Ga l l i f o rd  as  the  f i r s t  wo rsh ip fu l  mas te r .  The  i ns t i t u t -
ion of  the new Lodge and the insta l la t ion of  the of f icers was held in
the  Ja rv i s  Ha l I  Sa tu rday ,  March  14 th  1856 ,  w i th  the  ce remon ies  cond-
uc ted  by  Mos t  Wor .  B ro .  Co l .  W i l l i am Merce r  W i l son ,  Grand  Mas te r  o f
the Grand Lodge of  Canada a ided by h is  Granp Steward,  Bro.  T.B.
Har r i s .  Seve ra l  members  o f  K ing  l l i r am Lodge ,  be ing  B ros .  Benne t t ,
Cameron,  Hoyt ,  Doty,  Evans,  B lanchard,  McDonald,  Wonham and Garnet
ass is ted ln  the insta l la t ion.  The minutes of  K ing Hi ram reveal  the j - r
l oan  o f  t he  Lodge  jewe ls  and  rega l i a  t o  S t .  John fs  fo r  t he  occas ion .

The remain ing King Hi ram brethren bel ieved the number of  fa i led
at tempts hav ing been made to form a sovere ign grand lodge in  years
gone by gave no assurance of  success th is  t ime e i ther .  They were 1oyal
to  the i r  I r i sh  war ran t ,  dec id ing  to  wa i t  and  see  wha t  m igh t  be fa l l .

One  o f  W i l l i am Merce r  W i l son ' s  mos t  de l i gh t fu l  v i r t ues  was  h i s
ab i l i t . y  t o  reconc i l e  d i f f e rences  o f  op in ion ,  and  to  soo the  ru f f l ed
fea the rs .  H i s  e f fo r t s  were  success fu l ,  and  i n  f858  he  had  conv inced
the re luctant  ones,  and so the former Prov inc ia l  (Ancient )  Grand Lodge
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and many of  the I r ish lodges,  inc lud ing King Hi ram Lodge,  agreed to
submit  to  the new grand lodge of  Canada.  Thus was born on Ju ly  l4 th
1858  t he  p resen t  G rand  Lodge  o f  Canada '  A .F .  &  A .M . ,  G .R .C .

King Hi ram surrendered i ts  I r ish warrant ,  yet  cont inued to work
even before being granted i ts  new Canadian warrant .  The independent-
minded King Hi ram brethren borrowed the new St .  John's  Lodge warrant
fo r  t he  pu rpose ,  s t i 1 l  d i sp lay ing  the  o1d  o r i g ina l  wa r ran t  o f  1803  i n
the lodge room, wi th  the c la im th is  would ensure the legal i ty  o f  the
degrees  con fe r red .  (a  ques t i onab le  p rac t i ce ,  apparen t l y  uncha l l enged) .

In  1858,  the Grand Lodge began a massive re-number ing program,
K ing  H i ram emerged  as  No .  37 ,  and  S t .  John ' s  as  No .  68 '  as  t hey

cont inue today.

STABIL ITY

Though the Grand Lodge of  Canada was f ina l ly  a  rea l i ty ,  i t  was not
unj -versal1y recognized as a t rue grand lodge.  By December '  1858 the
Uni ted Grand Lodge of  England re luctant ly  accepted the ex is tance of  an
independent  and sovere ign grand lodge in  Canada,  and concluded an
agreement  which protected the few Engl ish Regis ter  lodges which
remained and wished to cont inue as such.  This  agreement  was a t r iumph
for  Grand Master  Wi l l iam Mercer  Wi lson and the new Grand Lodge,  for  i t
forever  establ ished i ts  leg i t imacy and regular i ty .

The new Canadian Grand Lodge brought  severa l  benef i ts  to  the
lodges ,  i nc lud ing  reg iona l  g roup ings  o f  l odges ,  t e rmed  "D is t r i c t s "  by
which the e lect ion of  the Dis t r ic t  Deputy Grand Master  as the d i rect
representat ive of  the Most  Worshipfu l  the Grand Master  might  extend
the grand master 's  in f luence,  and be able to  guide and inst ruct  the
seve ra l  l odges  i n  the i r  respons ib i l i t i es  to  the  Grand  Lodge .

In 1859 i t  was decided " the work"  to  be fo l lowed by Lhe lodges
would be an Engl ish r i - tuaI ,  and must  be used by a l l  subscr ib ing
lodges.  I t  became the duty  of  the DDGM's to  teach and exempl i fy  th is
form of  ceremony,  wi t ,h  great  un i formi ty  of  presentat ion requi red.  K ing
Hiram Lodge conformed wi thout  d issent ,  and so the new "Canadian"
r i tua l  began.  And today,  our  r i tes and ceremonies c lose1y. /conform to
the famous "Emulat ion Ri tua l , "  one of  the severa l  author ized r i tua ls
current ly  in  use in  England.

But  in  1859 some of  the brethren were upset  by the r i tua l  change;
and we can fee l  some sympathy for  those brethren,  saddened at  the
pass ing  o f  t he i r  t ime-honoured  p rac t i ces ,  wh ich  were ,  pe r fo rce ,
d i sca rded .

We have no c lear  idea of  the r i tua ls  fo l lowed by King Hi ram Lodge
over  i ts  f i rs t  56 years r  €rs  i t  was genera l ly  the custom in those days
for  a l l  r i tua l  to  be g iven ent i re ly  by word-of -mouth.  There may have
been some sor t  o f  "moni tors"  avai lab le to  senior  brethren as guides to
" the  work r r r  bu t  we  a re  no t  su re  i f  such  gu ides  were  used ,  and  i f  so r
whether  they were of f ic ia l  or  not .

Mason ic  scho la rs  a re  s t i l l  t r y i ng  to  assemb le  the  de ta i l s  o f  t he
"o ld  r i t ua l s r "  as  fo l l owed  under  the  ea r l i e r  g rand  l odges .  I t  w i l l  be
of  great  in terest  to  present-day masons i f  such a d i f f icu l t  masonic
research chal lenge should succeed in  reveal ing the deta i ls  o f  th is
"anc ien t "  r i t ua l .
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'  
Whi le  we are aware of ,  and cont inue to  honor  the ancient  land-

marks and the o ld const i tu t ionsr  we have l i t t ld  speci f ic  deta i l  on
the " rubr ics"  or  mechanics of  conduct ing the var ious degrees in  the

ear l ier  years.  The minute books and other  records of  the Lodge are
tota l ly  mute regard ing the deta i ls  and "par t icu lars"  o f  the actual
r i tes and ceremonies fo l lowed,  for ,  in  the name of  secrecy '  noth ing
could be revealed or  wr i t ten,  as pract iced in  lodges of  the t ime.  Now,
we can only  speculate on the exact  deta i ls

THE JURISDICTION DEFINED

The proc lamat ion of  Confederat ion on Monday,  Ju ly  ls t  1867 created
the Dominion of  Canada,  wi th  four  prov inces,  be ing the co lonies re-
named as Ontar io ,  Quebec,  New Brunswick and Nova Scot ia .  Among masons
there began a long ser ies of  arguments and controversY,  bu lminat ing in
the defect ion f rom our  grand lodge by many of  those lodges res ident  in
that  par t  o f  the former prov ince of  "Canada East"  now pol i t ica l ly
separated as the Prov ince of  Quebec.

The d iss idents formed a new,  and to  them, a sovere ign grand lodge'
which was se l f -s ty led as:  "The Grand Lodge of  Quebec"  in  the new
prov ince .  The re  was  ce r ta in l y  j us t i ce  i nvo l ved  i n  the i r  cause ,  f i na l l y
resolved in  good fa i th  and joy on both s ides.  In  L874 harmony was
establ ished between the "Grand Lodge of  Canada,  in  the Prov ince of
On ta r i o r "  and  the  newty  spun-o f f  "Grand  Lodge  o f  Quebec . "  So  . t hese
were the f ina l  s teps in  e i tabt ish ing our  gr ind lodge very much as we
have i t  today.  A remarkable achievement  in  a re la t ive ly  shor t  span of
t ime .

Re jo i c ing  g rea t l y ,  t he  hu rd les  o f  d i s tance ,  i nd i f f e rence  and
neglect  had been overcome.  Now, at  last ,  the Craf t  could develop in
stabi l i ty ,  and look forward to  growth and prosper i ty .

PROGRESS

Despi te  the advent  of  St .  Johnts Lodge in  1856 under  the new grand
lodge,  the brethren of  K ing Hi ram mainta ined the i r  a l leg iance lo  the
erand Lodge of  I re land.  Yet ,  K ing Hi ram extended i ts  char i ty  to  the
new lodge ,  by  a l l ow ing  S t .  John ' s  t o  use  the i r  f ac i l i t i es  and  rega l i a
un t i l  t he  new lodge  cou ld  p rov ide  fo r  i t se l f .  The  f i r s t  Worsh ip fu l
Mas te r  o f  S t .  John rs  Lodge  was  Wor .  B ro .  John  Ga l l i f o rd  who  had  been
mas te r  o f  K ing  H i ram be tween  June  1853  and  m id -1854 .  I t  i s  p leasan t  t o
conf i rm whi le  each lodge was fa i th fu l  to  a d i f ferent  grand lodge'  they
both were wi l l ing to  g ive mutual  suppor t  to  each other  in  favour  of
the i r  F ra te rn i t y ,  desp i te  tak ing  d i f f e ren t  rou tes .

King Hi ' ram Lodge was very act ive af ter  1859 r  ds men cont inued to
seek  " the  l i gh t "  o f  ou r  Orde r .  Now,  under  s l i gh t t y  d i f f e ren t  ru les ,
wi th  annual  e lect ions held in  December and insta l la t ions in  la te
December or  ear ly  January,  one year  terms of  o f f ice became the norm.
The brethren enjoyed the i r  lodge unt i l  Tuesday,  MaY 7th L872,  when a
f i re  gut ted the lodge rooms,  and some of  the very o ld  regal ia  was lost
forever ,  a l though Lhe warrant  was saved as were most  of  the o ld
reco rds
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For  the next  year ,  the lodge met  in  the d in ing room of  the Royal
Exchange Hote l  unt i l  K ing Hi ram and St .  John's  ar ranged for  a  new
mason ic  ha l l  on  the  th i rd  f l oo r  o f  a  bu i l d ing  on  the  eas t  s ide  o f
Thames  S t ree t ,  mee t ing  the re  the  f i r s t  t ime  in  Feb rua ry  1873 .  Th i s
was the masonic  home for  the next  83 years,  and was dedicated by the
Grand  Mas te r ,  W i l l i am Merce r  W i l son ,  o r  Thu rsday ,  Oc tobe r  30 th  L874 .

Reference to  the lodge minuLes shows many of  the v is i t ing masons
were ca l led on to  assume a chai r  for  the evening,  and sor  even now'
representat ives of  many of  those same lodges which at tended in  the
1870 ' s  and  I8B0 's  a re  s t i l l  be ing  we lcomed  in to  K ing  H i ram Lodge .  As
always,  masonic  works of  char i ty  were per formed dur ing th is  t ime,  .

seemingly  i t  was not  uncommon for  mothers in  d is t ress to  wr i te
the lodge for  ass is tance,  which was somet imes granted.  I t  is  not  too
c lear ,  but  i t  appears that  such re l ie f  and help was of ten granted to
appl icants  who had no d i rect  masonic  connect ion.

CENTENNIAL - THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS

The year  1903 marked the end of  the South Afr ican War,  the f i rs t
overseas war  in  which Canadian t roops were involved as mi l i tary
uni ts ,  and a re l ie f  to  at l  Canadians when i t  was over .  Perhaps th is
was a factor  in  the fa i lure of  the Lodge to organize specia l  obser-
vances of  the 100th Anniversary Year  of  the Lodge.  Subsequent ly '
Grand Lodge honbred 100 year-o ld lodges,  authorLz lng gold bra id on
regal ia  wi th  gold f r inge on the apron.  K ing Hi ram is  one of  a  very
few  o ld  l odges  p rese rv ing  the  go ld  f r i nge r  ds  a  mark  o f  d i s t i nc t i on .

Somet ime la ter ,  the Grand Lodge made a ru l ing to  forb id f r inge
on non-grand lodge regal ia .  The then Grand Secretary took i - t  upon
himsel f  to  chal lenge those lodges to  which th is  d is t inct ion had been
granted,  persuading many to  remove the f r inge f rom thei r  aprons.  But
* f ren th is  ra ther  se l f - impor tant  autocrat  t r ied to  coerce King Hi ram,

he was in formed,  "aS Grand Lodge granted i t ,  on ly  Grand Lodge
can take i t  away,  .  .  and the Grand Secretary is  NOT Grand Lodge!"
Now there are only  a handfu l  o f  lodges,  K ing Hi ram inc luded,
honoured by th is  mark of  ant iqu i ty .  K ing Hi ram wears our  f r inged
apron wi th  great  pr ide.  When v is i t ing in  other  lodges in  th is  grand
ju r i sd i c t i on ,  K ing  H i ram b re th ren  respond  to  ques t i on ing  "busy -
bodies"  in  a s imi lar  ve in.  Let  each King Hi ram brother  remember and
honour  th is  un ique - tangib le s l rmbol  o f  our  long and g lor ious h is tory .

TRAGEDY

The Lodge prospered unt i l  the t ragedy of  the F i rs t  Wor ld  War
c la imed so many of  Canada's  f inest  young men'  among them f r iends,
fam i l y  and  b re th ren .  A f te r  1918 ,  aga in  the re  was  a  season  o f  g rowth
growth,  unt i l  the economy was shat tered by the great  depress ion.
Many men found themselves unable to  af ford even the rather  modest
dues of  the t imes.  Of ten a brother  would of fer  produce to pay h is
dues  i n  l i eu  o f  cash ,  i n  o rde r  t o  ma ln ta in  h i s  good  s tand ing .  Sad ly '
in  too many cases,  brethren would fee l  i t  necessary to  ask for  the i r
demi t .  The records speak of  many at tempts made to suppor t  brethren
who had fa l len on hard t imes,  and in  King Hi ram, few members were
los t  i n  t h i s  t ime  o f  na t i ona l  d i sas te r .  Bu t  j us t  as  economic  cond i -
t i ons  began  to  improve t  a  new ca lam i t y  s t ruck .  I n  Sep tember  1939 '
Wor ld War I I  began.
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The Lodge again faced the t ragedy of  war ,  -  m4ny masons of fer ing
thei r  serv ices in  the defence of  Canada.  Too many of  them were lost
forever .  But ,  wi th  v ic tory  came pet i t ioners to  the Craf t  f rom many
young men,  inc lud ing war  veterans.  Many veterans had gone in to the
mi l i tary  serv ices at  a  younger  age than 2 l  years,  the min imum age to
become masons.  In  any case,  the ranks of  our  Order  grew considerably ,
and King Hi ram was no except ion.

ACCOMPLISHMENT

The immediate post -war  per iod saw great  growth wel l  on in to the
1950 ' s .  The  Feas t  o f  S t .  John  t he  Bap t i s t ,  he ld  F r i day ,  June  26 th
1953 ,  K ing  H i ram Lodge  No .  37  ce leb ra ted  the  150 th  Ann ive rsa ry  o f
i t s  beg inn ings ,  w i th  much  good- fe l l owsh ip ,  and  con fe r red  a  Th i rd
Degrde  by  cand le - l i gh t .  B ro .  Wa l te r  H .  Bu r ton  was  ra i sed  to  the  deg -
ree of  a  Master  Mason.  When the Worshipfu l  Master  ca l led for  the
reading of  the minutes of  the prev ious meet i .ng,  Wor.  Bro.  Wal ter  F.
Win law read f rom the or ig ina l  minutes of  the f i rs t  meet ing of  1803.
The lodge of f icers r  Ers costumed per formers,  worked the degree to  a
packed lodge room and great  applause.  A memorable and very f ine
masonic  evening.

DISASTER REDEEMED

O n I y  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  d i s a s t e r  s t r u c k !  . i t  was Fr id"ay,
November 23rd,  1956 when the Masonic  Temple was dest royed by f i re l
Thus  was  l os t  ou r  mason ic  home s ince  1873 ,  and  the  t reasu res  ga the r -
ed over  those 83 event fu l  years were lost .  Inc luded in  the loss was
Lhe  o r i g ina l  wa r ran t  o f  1803 ,  o f  wh ich  on l y  a  p l ro tog raph  rema ins ;
a lso the wonder fu l  mura ls  which adorned the East  and the two wardens '
chai rs ,  together  wi th  severa l  o ther  un ique masonic  paint ings which
were a del ight  to  a l l  who saw them. A few minor  i tems were sa lvaged,
but  for tunate ly ,  the o ld records and minute books were safe in  a
bank vaul t ;  many mementos,  photographs and memorabi l ia  were lost .
Among the t reasures lost  were the beaut i fu l  and reverent  memor ia l
tab lets  erected in  the lodge room in honour  of  those brethren of
the Lodge whose l ives were lost  in  the two Wor ld Wars.

The  rubb le  so ld t  a  j o in t  commi t tee  was  fo rmed  w i th  S t .  John rs
Lodge and eventual ly  a  new Masonic  Temple was bui l t  a  b lock south of
the o ld s i te .  Af ter  meet ing in  the Odd Fel lows Hal l  for  near ly  three
yea rs ,  cou r t esy  o f  Qamar i t an  Lodge  No .  35 ,  I .O .O .F . '  t he  b re th r€n  o f
K ing  H i ram and  S t .  / John ' s  re jo i ced  i n  be ing  ab le  to  aga in  mee t  i n
the i r  own new and modern lodge room in the new Temple,  dedicated by
the  Grand  Mas te r ,  Mos t  Wor .  B ro .  C la rence  M.  P i t t s  and  h i s  Grand
Lodge  Of f i ce rs  on  Thursd .y ,  March  3 l s t ,  1960 .  The  Worsh ip fu l  Mas te rs
o f  t he  two  Lodges ,  W.  B ro .  I van  Smi th  o f  K ing  H i ram,  and  W.  B ro .
George Beavis  of  St .  Johnrs welcomed some four  hundred masons,  who
enjoyed a magni f ic< int  d inner  in  a nearby church before proceeding to
the  ded ica -  t i on  o f  t he  l odge  rooms .  An  occas ion  o f  g rea t  re jo i c ing
and  ce leb ra t i on .

The  g rea t  e f fo r t  o f  t he  b re th ren  o f  bo th  Lodges  to  des ign ,  bu i l d
and dedj -cate the new Masonic  Temple had created a wonder fu l  group
ef for t ,  invo lv ing a great  many masons.  Members of  both Lodges bought
non - in te res t  bea r ing  ce r t i f i ca tes ,  mos t l y  i n  $  100 .00  denomina t i on ,
to  prov ide funds for  the construct ion.  A lso,  there were many fund-
ra is ing events,  inc lud ing b ingos and draws organized under  the
"compos i te  c lub r "  a  suppor t  g roup  o f  ded ica ted  masons .
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The new bui ld ing was opened under  d ispensat ion in  la te 1959 and
was dedicated the fo l lowing spr ing.  The new bui ld ing was va lued a
b i t .  ove r  $  60 ,000 ,  bu t  f i nances  requ i red  ve ry  l i t t l e  ou ts ide  bo r row-
ing  necessa ry ,  .  .  a  t r i bu te  to  the  reso lu t i on  and  e f fo r t  o f  t he
loca l  masons .

Dur ing the development  s tages there were p lenty  of  problems to
be so lved,  not  the least  o f  which was the pervers i ty  o f  the human
kind.  And unfor tunate ly ,  i t  is  even t rue masons are not  immune f rom
such lapses f rom the ideals  of  f ra tern i ty  and brotherhood.  Even so,
a very f ine bui ld ing was bui l t  by the f ru i ts  o f  the i r  labours.  A
great  success we wi l l  en joy for  decades to  come.

ECHOES OF THE PAST

On Wednesday, June 24iu}:, L964 a rather unique event was set in
mot ion wi th in  the Lodge,  one that  can never  be dupl icated.  A
pet i t ioner  for  in i t ia t ion had unknowingly  caught  the eye of  some of
the more h is tor ica l ly -minded brethren,  who real ized th is  was an
oppor tuni ty  for  a  d i f ferent  sor t  o f  masonic  event ;  a  d ispensat ion
was sought  to  convene the Lodge in  an emergent  meet ing on th is
spec ia l  da te .  A  pas t  mas te rs  deg ree  team was  o rgan ized  w i th  V .  W.
Bro .  Thomas  E .  Jackson  i n  the  Cha i r  t o  con fe r  t he  deg ree ,  w i th
spec ia l  i nv i t a t i ons  to  many  d i s t i ngu i shed  masons ,  i nc lud ing  R t .  Wor .
B ro .  D r .  James  J .  Ta lman ,  P ro fesso r  o f  H i s to ry  Emer i t us  and  Ch ie f
L ibrar ian of  the Univers j - ty  o f  Western Ontar io  as a guest  speaker .

On th is  date I  a  namesake great-great-great-grandson of  one of
our  or ig ina l  members f rom 1803 was in i t ia ted exact ly  16f  years to
the day af ter  the Lodge was inst i tu ted,  wiLh Mr.  Joel  Char les Piper
as  the  cand ida te .

The candj -date had no foreknowledge of  the s ign i f igance of  th is
d "y ,  bu t  i t  i s  ve ry  ce r ta in  he  can .neve r  eve r  f o rge t  i t .  A  fo re tas te ,
perhaps,  a f  the good serv ice th is  young man would la ter  render  to
h i s  "mo the r  Lodge . "  A  marve lous  even ing  o f  f i ne  deg ree  work ,  f o l l ow-
ed by an inspi r ing address on masonic  h is tory  in  genera l ,  and th is
Lodge in  par t icu lar  by our  Bro.  Talman.  A crowded lodge room echoed
the apprec iat ion of  the brethren for  a  wonder fu l  evening.

SHOALS AHEAD

I n  t he  m id -s i x t i es ,  an  un fo r tuna te  i nc iden t  occu r red ,  i nvo l v ing
a  sen io r  o f f i ce r  o f  t he  l odge  whose  i nd i sc re t i on  ou ts ide  the  l odge
of fended the sensib i l i t ies of  those masons aware of  th is  lapse f rom
grace.  Under  non-masonic  terms,  th is  was a very minor  er ror  indeed.
I t  is  to  the eterna. I  credi t  o f  the past  masters and the lodge for
the d iscreet  means used to prevent  i t  f rom becoming common knowledge
and  a  s lu r  on  the  i n teg r i t y  o f . t he  l odge .  The  o f fend ing  o f f i ce r
qu ie t l y  res igned  h i s  o f f i ce ,  keep ing  h i s  own  counse l ,  spa r ing  the
Iodge f rom fur ther  act ion.

We can now v iew th is  ep isode as someth ing of  a  " tempest- in-a- tea-
po t . "  I t  i s  a  warn ing  fo r  us  to  gua rd  ou r  va lues  f rom dangers  i ns ide
or  outs ide the Craf t .  The cost  o f  los ing a ta lented mason over  a
moment  of  se l f - indulgence was a h igh a pr ice to  pay.  Yet  fa i lure to
act  might  have been even more cost ly .  We can take pr ide in  King
Hiram wise ly  so lv ing a problem wi th low-key tact .
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THE ' 'OTHER" KING HIRAM LODGES

In la te L975 the Lodge was p leased to welcome brethren f rom King
H i ram Lodge  No .  566  o f  To ron to  D is t r i c t  No .  1 .  Wor .  B ros .  Doug las
Kel lman and Lou Crocker  ar r ived unexpectedly  on a f ra ternal  v is i t ,
to  the del ight  o f  our  brethren.  From th is  modest  beginning,  a  cont in-
u ing re la t ionship has been establ ished,  and together  wi th  King Hi ram
Lodge  No .  78  o f  T i l l sonburg r  t he  th ree  l odges  who  sha re  ou r  namer  w€
have made regular  v is i ta t ions among us over  the ensuing years.  The
" f r i endsh ip  gave l r "  g i ven  by  Wor .  B ro .  S tew Thur te l l  t he  1 -975  Mas te r ,
has been carr ied f rom King Hi ram Lodge to King Hi ram Lodge and
formal ly  de l ivered on f ra ternal  v is i ts  between the three lodges on a
regu la r  bas i s  eve r  s ince .  A  de l i gh t fu l  t r ad i t i on ,  ce leb ra t i ng  ou r
endur ing  mason ic  f r i endsh ips .

TRIUMPH

In ant ic ipat ion of  the 175t .h  Anniversary of  the Lodge,  the breth-
ren fe l t  such a mi lestone ought  to  be ce lebrated wi th  great  f la i r .
Thus,  in  L974 a "p lanning commit tee"  was appointed,  wi th  a d is t ingu-
ished past  master  se lected to  run for  the of f ice of  Dis t r ic t  Deputy
Grand  Mas te r  o f  W i l son  D is t r i c t  du r ing  the  yea r  o f  ce leb ra t i on .  Thus ,
Wor .  B ro .  Joe l  P ipe r ,  namesake  o f  h i s  g rands i re  and  a  found ing
member of  the Lodge in  f803,  was nominated at  Grand Lodge L977,  .and

was successfu l  in  be ing e lected to  th is  h igh and impor tant  o f f ice.
Joe l  P ipe r  was  t he  f i r s t  D .D .G .M.  o f  t he  Lodge  i n  30  yea rs ,  t he  l as t
be ing  ou r  l a te  b ro the r ,  R t .  Wor .  B ro .  Har ry  T .  Bower '  ou r  D isL r i c t
Depu ty  i n  L947 .

The celebrat ion began on Saturday,  June 24Lh 1978,  one hundred
and seventy- f ive years to  the DAY af ter  the inst i tu t ion of  the Lodge.
Shor t ly  a f ter  lunch,  a  number of  d is t inguished brethren were present ,
j -nc lud ing those f rom our  s is ter  K ing Hi ram Lodge No.  566 of  Toronto.
The  Worsh ip fu l  Mas te r ,  Wor .B ro .  Wayne  Kaake  we lcomed  the  d i s t i ng -
u i shed  v i s i t o rs  a f te r  he  opened  the  Lodge  in  the  F i r s t  Degree .  I n  a
moving ceremony,  a p laque was unvei led to  the memory of  the founding
members of  the Lodge.  The four  members of  the Piper  fami ly  who made
the presentat ion of  the beaut i fu l  bronze tab let  were a l1 great-great-
g rea t -g randsons  o f . t he  o r i g ina l  Joe l  P ipe r t  a  found ing  member .  I t
was most  f i t t ing for  t l r is  generat ion of  the Piper  fami ly ,  brothers
Joel  and David wi th  cousin Russel l  and cousin Ralph to  cont inue
the long-  s tanding fami ty  t rad i t ion as present  members of  K ing Hi ram,
to do honour  to  our  founders and to  the j - r  ancestor  in  th is  way.

Fol lowing th is  dedicat ion,  the anniversary commit tee presented a
beaut i fu l ly  f ramed new Thi rd Degree Trac ing Board to  the Lodge,  and
a  f ramed  pho tog raph .  o f  t he  "o r i g ina l  wa r ran t  o f  1803 . '

A  sho r t  memor ia l  se rv i ce  was  l ed  by  the  Lodge  Chap la in ,  Wor .  B ro .
Edward  Johnson ,  a ided  by  the lD is t r i c t  Chap la in  Wor .  B ro .  Joseph
Barnet t ,  a  member of  the Lodge.  The Lodge c losed in  harmony and the
brethren ret i red to  the churchyard of  the West  Oxford Uni ted Church,
a couple of  mi les east  o f  the Town,  where l ie  the morta l  remains of
B ro .  Joe I  P ipe r ,  one  o f  ou r  f ound ing  members .  I n  t he  l ove l y  se t t i ng
o f  t he  o ldes t  (1804)  con t i nu ing  chu rch  congrega t i on  i n  t he  Coun ty  o f
Ox fo rd ,  ou r  B ro .  P ipe r t s  g rave  was  deco ra ted  by  the  fam i l y  members ,
and by the Wor.  Master  o f  the Lodge.  A prayer  of  thanksgiv ing was
fo l lowed by a beaut i fu l  lament  p layed by Wor.  Bro.  P ipe Major  Rober t
Col l ins,  a  member of  the Lodge.  The v is i t ing brethren were much
taken by the beaut i fu l  set t ing.  and the quiet  emot ion of  the moment .
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Later  in  the day,  a  Wi lson Dis t r ic t  Recept ion and Banquet  was
he ld  i n  t he  Inge rso l l  D i s t r i c t  Co l l eg ia te  Ins t i t u te  i n  ce leb ra t i on
of  our  l75th anniversary and in  honour  of  Most  Worshipfu l  Brother
Rober t  E.  Davies,  Grand Master o f  t h e  G r a n d  L o d g e  o f  C a n a d a '  A . F .  &
A.M. ,  i n  t he  p rov ince  o f  On ta r i o .  Each  pe rson  rece i ved  a  comp l imen t . -
ary  souveni r  g lass d isptay ing the Lodge badge,  and the souveni r  prog-
ram. The publ ished program inc luded the menu of  a  most  de l ic ious and
sumptuous repast ,  and inc luded an out l ine of  the Lodge h is tory .

The program cover  inc luded a photo-copy of  the hand-wr i t ten
minutes of  the f i rs t  Lodge meet ing of  1803,  and the recent ly  adopted
Lodge Badge pubt ished on the cover  for  the f i rs t  t ime.  Welcoming the
many v is i tors  f rom the Grand Lodge,  f rom across the Dis t r ic t  and
beyond were Wor.  Bro Wayne Kaake,  Worshipfu l  Master  on behal f  o f
t ha  Lodge  and  R t .  Wor .  B ro .  Joe l  P ipe r ,  D i s t r i c t  Depu ty  Grand  Mas te r
on  beha i f  o f  W i l son  D is t r i c t .  I n  a l l ,  some th ree  hundred -and- f i f t y
masons enjoyed the ce lebrat ion and the grac ious words of  our  Grand
Master .  A most  memorable occasion,  long remembered and cher ished by
al l  who at tended.

MUTUAL EFFORT

The progress of  masonry has rare ly  been smooth.  Constant ly ,  new
chal leng-s have had to be met .  From a s imple "board of  t rustees"
or ig ina l ly  organized for  the new temple,  the management  has been
upgiaded,  and-s ince L976 has been managed by The Ingersol l  Masonic
fempfe  Corpo ra t i on ,  a  no -sha re -cap i ta l  non -p ro f i t  co rpo ra t i on ,  as
appioved by Crand Lodge and author ized by Let ters  Patent  f rom the
prbv ince of  Ontar io .  The Corporat ion owns the temple,  but  the corp-
orat ion i  s  owned by the members in  good-standing of  K ing Hi ram
Lodge  and  S t .  John ' s  Lodge .  The  two  l odges  sha re  equa l l y  i n  p rov id -
ing the d j - rectors of  the Corporat ion.

Real ty  taxes cont inued to increase a larmingly .  I t  was recognized
our  temp le  was  assessed  as  " commerc ia l " ,  wh ich  the  bu i l d ing  mos t
def in i te ly  is  not !  The d i rectors were concerned about  the h igh

" temple assessmer l t r "  th ink ing there ought  to  be_a way to  get  the
assessmen t  t o  be  more  rea l i s t i c .  The  con t i nu ing  and  cons i s tan t  w i I -
l ingness of  the Temple Board to  pursue th is  quest ion,  a f ter  severa l
f rus t ra t i ng  yea rs  o f  e f fo r t ,  was  f i na l l y  b rough t  t o  a  ve ry  success -
fu l  conc tus ion .  Fo r  i t  r esu l ted  i n  a  pe rsona l  d i rec t i ve  f rom
the  P rov inc ia l  M in i s te r ,  as  a  "po l i t i ca l "  ru l i ng ,  d t  ou r  behes t '
to  requi re the Prov inc ia l  Assessment  Commiss ion to  change the i r  def -
i n i t i on  f rom commerc ia l  assessmen t  t o  . res iden t i a l ,  r esu l t i ng  i n
s ign i f i gan t l y  l ower  taxes .

This  achievement  here in  Ingersol l  in i t ia ted the same benef i t
for  every masonic  temple in  Ontar io .  No smal l  v ic tory '  when the
grand lodge commit tee on lodge assessment  were unable to  produce
iesut ts .  Wfr ic f r  again proves the va lue of  personal  commitment .

And,  wi th  in i t ia t ives f rom th is  and other  temple managers
ac ross  th i s  g rand  j u r i sd i c t i on ,  t he  Grand  Lodge  in  1983  amended  the
Grand Lodge Const i tu t ion to  a l ter  i ts  ru les on the use of  Craf t
I odge  rooms  by  o the r  bod ies .  Thus ,  i n  1984 ,  Ava lon  Chap te r  No .  220
o f  i he  Orde r  o f  t he  Eas te rn  S ta r  has  j o ined  Har r i s  Chap te r  No .  41
of  the Royal  Arch Masons in  permiss ion to  use the lodge room for
the i r  r i tes and ceremonies.  Not  to  ment ion the i -ncreased revenue
and suppor t  th is  has generated for  the mutual  benef i t  o f  a l l  the
tenant  bodies
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In suppor t  o f  the Temple,  1ed by the Temple Board,  the brethren
o f  bo th  l odges  have  taken  ove r  t he  fo rmer  Inge rso l l  Sh r ine rs 'even t ,
the annual  beef  barbeque and dancer  ds a fund-ra iser  for  the
mason ic  temp le ,  he ld  i n  Thames fo rd  un t i l  1990 ,  and  i n  199 I  t he
venue was again changed to the Mount  Elg in  Communi ty  Centre.  A very
successfu l  and reward ing pro ject  which ra ises usefu l  ext ra revenue
fo r  t he  bene f i t  o f  a l l .  l t  i s  a  l a rge  p ro jec t ,  t o  be  su re ,  bu t  one
which expresses great  f ra tern i ty  and is  a  lo t  o f  fun for  those who
organ ize ,  se rve  o r  a t tend .  I t  p rov ided  funds  fo r  i ns ta l l a t i on  o f
a l l - season  a i r cond i t i on ing  i ns ta l l ed  i n  1991  fo r  t he  comfo r t  o f  ou r
members .

June  4 th  1991  saw ano the r  d i sas t rous  f i r e  on  the  eas t - s ide
of  Thames Street .  Two long-establ ished furn i ture s tores were burned
to the ground.  F i re f ighters f rom severa l  area communi t ies kept
to ta l  loss to  these two premises,  yet  bu i ld ings to  the south were
heavi ly  damaged and unsafe.  We have been p leased to of fer  the use
o f  ou r  bu i l d i ng  t o  Samar i t an  Lodge .  No .35 ,  I .O .O .F .  i n  r ecogn i t i on
of  the generos i ty  of  the Odd Fel lows when our  bu i ld ing was
destroyed by f i re  in  1956.  I t  is  recogni t ion of  mutual  suppor t  and
respect  between f ra tern i t ies

KING HIRAMIS DAUGHTERS

In i ts  lonq h is tory ,  K ing Hi ram Lodge has made a mark in  the
Craf t  in  other  p laces.  In  1881 a number of  brethren f rom both King
H i ram Lodge  No .  37  and  S t .  John ' s  Lodge  No .68  l i v i ng  i n  o r  nea r  t o
the nearby v i l lage of  Thpmesford wi thdrew wi th  the b less ings of
the i r  respect ive lodges,  then pet i t ioned Grand Lodge for  a  d ispen-
sat ion to  form a new lodge there.  This  was granted,  wi th  the new
lodge  war ran ted  as  K ing  So lomon 's  Lodge  No .  394 .

In  L924 a number of  K ing Hi ram brethren became char ter  members
of  the new "baby"  lodge of  Wi lson Dis t r ic t ,  warranted as Dereham
Lodge  No .  624  o f  Moun t  E lg in .  Our  em inen t  b ro the r ,  R t .  Wor .  B ro .
Har ry  Bower  se rved  as  the  f i r s t  Worsh ip fu l  Mas te r .

I n  L974 ,  t he  50 th  ann ive rsa ry  o f  De reham Lodge ,  t he i r  p roud
parent  K ing Hi ram was p leased to present  a new set  o f  deacons and
stewards wands to  i ts  daughter  lodge.  As an express ion of  regard,
we presented an Honourary L i fe  Membership in  King Hi ram to Rt .
Wor .  B ro .  L l oyd  M i l es  o f  De reham,  t he  D .D .G .M.  o f  W i l son  D i s t r i c t ,
L974 ,  i n  honou r  o f  De rehamrs  f i f t y  yea rs  o f  mason i c  se rv i ce .  B ro .
Mi les was p leased

DESIGNS FOR THE FUTURE

New di rect ions are p lanned by Grand Lodge.  Some wi l l  cause a
bi t  o f  pa in to  those who res is t  chapge.  For  the brethren of  K ing
Hiram f ,odge,  our  own chequered h is tory  convinces us to  apprec iate ;
Grand Lodge which is  progress ive and s incere ly  t ry ing to  in i t ia te
programs for  the bet ter  government  of  the Craf t  in  Ontar io .

In  Ju l y  1990 ,  t he  venerab le  Wi l son  D is t r i c t  was  sp l i t  i n  two ,
as Wi lson South and Wi lson Nor th,  wi th  Highway 401 ( t f re  Macdonald-
Car t i e r  F reeway)  tne  d i v id ing  1 ine .  W i l son  Nor th  D is t r i c t  was  c re -
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ated wi th  Tavis tock Lodge No.  609 added f rom South Huron Dis t r ic t
to  equal ize the number of  lodges at  L2 in  each of  the newly
c rea ted  d i s t r i c t s .  R t .  Wor .  B ro .  J .  Dona ld  Pa t t i nson  o f  Woods tock
was  e l ec ted  f i r s t  D .D .G .M.  o f  W i l son  No r th ,  and  R t .  Wor .  B ro .
No r r i s  W.  Lennox ,  Ja rv i s ,  e l ec ted  as  f i r s t  D .D .G .M.  o f  W i l son  Sou th .

A t  Grand  Lodge  1991 ,  K ing  H i ram re jo i ced  i n  the  e lec t i on  o f
ou r  em inen t  pas t  mas te r ,  R t .  Wor .  B ro .  Doug las  R .  Bender  as  the
second  D is t r i c t  Depu ty  Grand  Mas te r  i n  W i l son  Nor th  D is t r i c t .  B ro .
Bender  has been very act ive wi th in  King Hi ram and in  the Past
Masters and Wardens Associat ion of  the combi-ned Wi lson Dis t r ic t ,
where h is  e lect ion was warmly greeted by the brethren.  Bro.  Bender
w i l l  l i ke l y  be  ou r  l as t  DDGM un t i l  ou r  200 th  ann ive rsa ry  i n  2003 .

Yes,  K ing Hi ram has seen a number of  s i tuat j -ons where the
powers of  the grand ru l ing body were seemingly  wasted on t r i f les,
at  a  t . ime when st rong leadership might  have been appropr ia te.  W€,
of  a l l  lodges,  have been aware unt i l  just  a  few years ago,  our
g rand  l odge  was ,  i n  a  sense ,  ' f a r  away .  Much  o f  i t s  e f fo r t s  were  on
r i tua l ,  a t  a  t ime the lodges were having d i f f icu l t  t imes,  needing
f i rm guidance in  lodge management ,  f inance and organizat ion help.

For tunate ly ,  on ly  a few grand masters have been gui l ty  o f
fa i l i ng  to  " l eave  foo tp r i n t s  i r i  t he  sands  o f  t ime ! "  The re  a re  good
men among the senior  masons in  Grand Lodge who have taken an objec-
t ive look at  our  Craf t ,  and have decided ser ious reform is  long
overdue.  Wi th much study,  the t ime for  pos i t ive act ion has come.

The Grand Lodge agenda of fers  us a number of  c lues to  the
d i rec t i on  the  Cra f t  w i l I  f o l l ow :

f )  the Grand Lodge of f ices have packed away the i r  "qu i l l  pen and
green  eyeshader "  and  i ns ta l l ed  a  su i tab le  compu te r !

2\  masonic  char i ty  has been upgraded by new in i t ia t ives;  to  make
the char i tab le Masonic  Foundat ion much more re levant  to
society  and appeal ing to  masons to  g ive more than l ip  serv ice
to  t he  wo rd  " cha r i t y ! "

3 )  new mason ic  educa t i on  ma te r ia l s  o f  books ,  pamph le ts ,  v i deo
tapes ,  semina rs ,  wo rkshops ,  a  co r respondence  cou rse  i n  mason ic
lore,  a l l  suppor ted by act ive commit tees to  prov ide dedicated
exper t ise in  a lmost  every phase of  lodge operat ions;

4)  new and more accessable communicat ion mater ia ls ,  making the
funct ion of  the Grand Lodge and i ts  in terests  avai lab le to ,  and
in suppor t  o f  the ord inary brethren in  Lhe severa l  lodges;

5 )  a  mass i ve  p rog ram o f  re -s t ruc tu r i ng  the  d i s t r i c t s ,  by  add ing
more d is t r ic ts ,  and by l imi t ing the number of  lodges in  any
dis t r ic t  to  a maximum of  15 lodges.  This  wi l l  make e lect ion to
h igh of f ice more accessable and much fa i rer ,  and reduce the
dis tances and t ime in  the admin is t rat ion of  the d is t r ic ts ;

6 )  a  more  open  and  v i s ib le  Mason ic  Orde r ,  w i th  pub l i c  re la t i ons
cons ide ra t i ons  o f  g rea t  imporLance  fo r  f u tu re  p rog ress ;

7)  a  p lan to  secure the cooperat ion of  the lodges to  change the i r
"masonic  year"  to  co inc ide wi th  fhe Grand Lodge year ,  and to
have a l l  insta l la t ions in  the la te spr ing.  Thus a l l  repor t ing
between the lodges and the grand lodge wil l  cover the same time
per iods.  There are economies to  be der ived by having a l l
f inancia l  years co inc ider  ds wel l  as to  improve communicat ions;

8)  a  s ign i f igant  move away f rom sel f -congratu latory  and non-
controvers ia l  "pablum" speeches by senior  masons,  and a more
aggress ive and posi t ive approach to  so lv ing problems.
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AFTERMATH

I f  K ing  H i ram Lodge  i s  t rue  to  i t s  own  t rad i t i ons  and  h i s to t y ,
these in i t ia t ives wi l l  be welcomed and g iven express ion in  pos i t ive
and progress ive suppor t  o f  the v is ion now before us.  we have now seen
the  f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  t h i s  po l i cy r  ds  venerab le  Wi l son  D is t r i c t  has  been
d iv ided  (1990)  i n to  Wi l son  Nor th  and  Wi l son  Sou th  d i s t r i c t s  o f  twe lve
lodges  each .  So ,  aga in ,  K ing  H i ram i s  i nvo l ved  i n  change ,  one  o f  t he
f i rs t  areas of  the prov ince to  welcome th is  ev idence of  growth and
prog ress  i n  t he  Cra f t .

K ing  H i ram Lodge ,  w i th  i t s  189  yea rs  o f  h i s to ry ,  i s  ye t  eve r  new,
genera t i on  a f te r  genera t i on .  I n i t i a t i ve  and  p rog ress  a re  no  l ess
act ive sent iments in  the computer  age than in  the wi lderness of  Upper
Canada,  a lmost  two centur ies ago.

When we understand and apprec iate our  incredib le  h is toryr  w€ can
look at  our  present  problems much more object ive ly ,  and real ize there
are so lut ions !  Noth ing we may face in  the fu ture can be in  any way as
tough as faced by our  anc ient  brethren.  Therefore we can '  l ike them,
w in  th rough !  W i th  p r i de  i n  ou r  Pas t !  Hope  in  ou r  Fu tu re !  F r i endsh ip
in our  Hear ts  !

B ravo ,  K ing  H i ram Lodge  No .  371

*  *  * *  *  *  * * ? k * : h * *  *  *  * * * * *

A REMINDER

The  yea r  1993  w i l l  mark  the  200 th  ann ive rsa ry  o f  Ma jo r  Thomas
Ingersol l  coming to  Oxford-on- the-Thames r  ds wel l  as the prov inc ia l
recogni t ion of  the or ig ina l  set t lement  of  the then Upper  Canada.  I t  is
expected the Government  of  Ontar io  wi l l  organize b i -centennia l  ce leb-
ra t i ons  ac ross  the  p rov ince  to  recogn ize  th i s  m i l es tone .

Thomas Ingersol l  was one of  t ,he f i rs t  organizers of  set t lement  in
Southwestern Ontar io ,  and we of  K ing Hi ram Lodge can take pr ide in
our  or ig ins as one of  the very few cont inu ing organizat ions in  the
prov ince whose beginnings were d i rect ly  connected wi th  th is  f i rs t
se t t l emen t .  The re fo re ,  t he  b re th ren  o f  t he  l odge  cou ld  ve ry  we l l
jo in  wi th  the communi ty  of  Ingersol l  in  ce lebrat ion of  these ancient
o r i g i ns .

No other  organizat ion can make our  c la im as the o ldest  cont inu ing
f ratern i ty  or  soc iety  in  Southwestern Ontar io .  Our  communi ty  and the
publ ic  Aenera l ly  should be aware of  K ing Hi ram Lodge as an impor tant
soc ia l  and  mora l  f o rce  fo r  good ,  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  s ince  1803 .

December  l 5 th  l 99 l Compi led,  ed i ted and wr i t ten by:
S tewar t  L .  Thu r te l l ,  P .G .S .

Lodge His tor ian
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AUTHOR'S NOTES

1)  Th is  na r ra t i ve  has  been  wr i t t en  w i th  a  l o t  o f  de ta i l r  ds  des i rab le
to j -n form the brethren of  the in t r icate windings in  the s tory  of  our
venerable o ld Lodge.  Perhaps even our  youngest  Entered Apprent ice may
be inspi red by the g lor ious t rad i t ions we have inher i ted f rom our
ancient  brethren.  I t  te l ls  o f  the s t ruggle of  our  brethren to  mainta in
the Lodge,  even in  tough t imes.  As inher i tors  of  i ts  va luesr  w€ know
our bounden duty is  to  t ransmi t  our  Lodge to succeeding generat ions.
Aga in ,  t h i s  s to ry ,  begun  in  the  w i l de rness ,  p roves  a l l  d i f f i cu l t i es
are real ly  chal lenges and v ic tor ies to  be won!

2)  Our  communi ty  was or ig ina l ly  ca l led Oxford-upon- the-Thames,  be ing
g iven  the  uno f f i c i a l  name o f  I nge rso l l  ea r l y  i n  t he  1820 ' s ,  i n  honour
o f  Char les  Inge rso l l .  Char les  was  a  son  o f  t he  founder ,  t he  e lde r  o f
two  sons  o f  B ro .  Thomas  I nge rso l l ' s  t h i r d  w i f e ,  Sa rah  (wh i t i ng ) .
Char les Ingersol l  was a very emin ient  c i t izen,  widely  respected and
honoured  i n  h i s  sho r t  l i f e t ime ,  f e l l ed ,  a  v i c t im  o f  t he  d read  cho le ra
in the fa l l  o f  1832.  His  memor ia l  was assured when h is  name was g iven
to the communi ty  he served,  o f f ic ia l ly  recognized when the Vi l lage of
Inge rso l l  was  i nco rpo ra ted  i n  1852 .

3 )  The  no tab le  mason ,  Wor .  B ro .  Dav id  Cur t i s  was  an  ea r l y  p ioneer  i n
Ox fo rd ,  a r r i v i ng  he re  i n  1802 ,  t ak ing  up  l and '  Lo t  L2 ,  Con .  I  ( t he  O ld
Stage Road -  K ing Street  East)  o f  the la ter  West  Oxford Township.  He
was a Capta in in  the loyal  army dur ing the Amer ican Revolut ion and in
the  l oca l  m i l i t i a  he re  i n  Ox fo rd .  H is  b ro the r ,  Hu l l  Cu r t i s  se t t l ed  on
Lo t  11 ,  a  l o t  bes ide  tha t  o f  Dav id .  I n  1850  Dav id  Cur t i s  was  C le rk  o f
West  Oxford Township,  and in  1856 was a t rustee of  the Bapt is t  Church
a t  P ipe r ' s  Co rne rs .

As Capta in Cur t is ,  Upper  Canada mi l i t ia ,  he was captured by the
"Wes tb rook  Ra ide rs "  i n  1814 ,  su rv i v ing  the  expe r ience  as  a  p r i sone r  o f
the  Amer i cans .  He  was  a l so  a  we l l - known  re fo rmer ,  and  was  a  " rebe l "  i n
the Rebel l ion of  1837,  but  was able to  avoid capture,  and remained
"under  cover"  unt i l  the amnesty was granted in  1841.

Bro.  Cur t is  was a delegate to  the Masonic  Convent ion,  he ld at  York
by the Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge of  Upper  Canada under  Prov inc ia l  Grand
Master  Simon McGi l l iv rdy,  as the Lodge agreed on October  ls t  L822 to
pay  h i s  expenses  o f  2  pounds ,  13  Sh i l l i ngs .  Cur t i s  was  success fu l  i n
convinc ing the newly re-born Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge to issue a d ispen-
sat ion declar ing King Hi ram as leg i t imate and regular .  No smal l
achievement .

An ear ly  member of  the Lodge,  Bro.  David Cur t is  was e lected e leven
t imes  (equa l  t o  7  yea rs )  as  Wor .  Mas te r  o f  t he  Lodge .  He  was  f i r s t
i ns ta l l ed  December  1808  as  Worsh ip fu l  Mas te r  o f  Lodge  No .  2L ,  P rov in -
c ia l  Regis ter  Upper  Canada,  Ancient  (Athol l )  Grand Lodge of  England.
He was insta l led in  June L827 as Worshipfu l  Master  o f  K ing Hi ram Lodge
No.  12,  Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge of  Upper  Canada,  of  the Uni ted Grand
Lodge of  England.  David was the f i rs t  Wor.  Master  o f  K ing Hi ram Lodge
No .  226 ,  I r i sh  Cons t i t u t i on r ' i n s ta l l ed  i n  Augus t  1851 .  He  was  a  member
of  the lodge when i t  became King Hi ram Lodge No.  37 of  the Grand Lodge
o f  Canada ,  A .F .  &  A .M . ,  G .R .C .  i n  1858 .  Thus  ou r  b ro the r  f a i t h fu l l y
served a l l  four  grand lodges in  our  h is tory  |  -  and was over  50
years a past  master .  A remarkable masonic  career  in  the serv ice of
King Hi ram Lodge and the Masonic  Craf t .
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4 )  The Piper  fami ly  has been very f requent ly  ment ioned in  th is
narrat ive,  the only  d i rect ly  connected fami ly  remain ing f rom the f i rs t
day  back  i n  1803 ,  .  and  s t i l l  con t i nues .  R t .  Wor .  B ro .  Joe l  P ipe r
was  e lec ted  D is t r i c t  Depu ty  Grand  Mas te r  o f  W i l son  D is t r i c t  i n  L977 ,
as  Wi l son  D j - s t r i c t  honoured  the  175 th  ann ive rsa ry  o f  t he  Lodge ,  ce leb -
ra ted  i n  June  1978 .  A t  t h i s  w r i t i ng ,  B ro .  Joe l  re t i r ed  l as t  yea r  as
an appointed member of  the Grand Lodge Board of  Genera l  Purposes where
he  d i s t i ngu i shed  h imse l f  f o r  f i ve  yea rs ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  on  the  Grand
Lodge Long Range Planning Commit tee.  He has a lso cont inued h is  respon-
s ib i l i ty  in  the Lodge by having been e lected as Lodge Secretary for
the  fou r th  t ime ,  i nc lud ing  L992 .

Wor .  B ro .  and  cous in  Russe l l  P ipe r ,  tw i ce  Worsh ip fu l  Mas te r  o f  t he
Lodge is  s t i1 l  very act ive in  the Lodge.  He has del ighted the brethren
as he has added a seventh generat ion of  the Piper  c lan,  wi th  the in i t -
i a t i on  o f  h i s  two  sons ,  R icha rd  and  C l i f f o rd ,  i n  L987 .

I t  is  very rare to  f ind a lodge wi th  so many generat ions in  d i rect
connect ion.  And for  over  189 years the lodge and the fami ly  are a l ive
and wel l .  Here the great-great-great-great-grandsons are members where
Bro the r  Joe l  P ipe r ,  t he i r  ances to r ,  sa t  i n  t h i s  Lodgers  f i r s t  mee t ing
on  June  24Lh ,  1803 .

The brethren of  K ing Hi ram mourned the loss to  th is  notable fami ly
and to the Lodge,  on the t rag ic  deaths of  our  Bro.  Ralph Piper  in
Oc tobe r  1988 ,  and  o f  h i s  cous in ,  B ro .  Dav id  P ipe r  who  d ied  i n  January
1989 .  They  faced  the i r  f a te  w i th  cou rage  and  t rus t .  As  j us t  and
upr ight  men,  .  and masons.

5)  The Lodge Seal  o f  K ing Hi ram Lodger  erS is  customary,  was obta ined
to  be  embossed  on  a l l  "o f f i c i a l  documen ts ' r  o f
t he  Lodge ,  and  i s  s t i l l  be ing  used  f  o r  t . h i s
pu rpose  a f te r  some 130-odd  yea rs .  I t  was
purchased  in  1858  r  ds  requ i red  to  con f i rm
of f ic ia l  documents submit ted to  the new Grand
Lodge ,  some n ine  yea rs  be fo re  Con fede ra t i on .
This  was at  the t ime th is  par t  o f  the
country  was sty led as the prov ince of  "Canad.a
West"  wi th  an impress ion of  the impr in t  as
shown  he re .

No t  on l y  i s  t h i s  a  va luab le  h i s to r i ca t  memen to ,
i t  is  used today by the Lodge Secretary to

cer t i fy  a l l  documents which may need to be authent icated,  inc lud ing
a l l  Membersh ip  Cards .

5)  In  L992 we masons enjoy great  oppor tuni ty ,  wi th  p leasant  and com-
for tab le accomodat ion.  Our  Grand Lodge prov ides much guidance and f ine
suppor t ing programs and pol ic ies for  our  benef i t .  But  in  fa iLhfu l  sup-
por t  o f  our  Lodge and our  Order ,  i t  is  doubt fu l  that  we are in  any way
super io r  t o  ou r  b re th ren  o f  1803  and  the  yea rs  a f te r :

"We  ' adn I t  good  rega l i a ,
An '  our  Lodge was o ld and bare;

But we knew the Ancient Landmarks,
An |  we  kep |  t em to  a  ha i r ! "

f rom Rudyard  K ip l i ng rs  "The  Mo the r  Lodge ,  1896"

Let  the i r  example be ever  in  our  hear ts . S L T *
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L IST  OF WORSHIPFUL MASTERS FROM I8O3  TO L992 ,
wi th  the Grand Lodges to  which a l leg iance was g iven at  the t ime.

The Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge of  Upper  Canada at  Niagara was in  a
sense  " i r regu la r "  when  the  Lodge  was  i ns t i t u ted  i n  1803 ,  bu t  was
"healed"  in  L822 under  the rev ived Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge of  Upper
Canada,  Engl ish Regis ter  I  a  prov ince of  the Uni ted Grand Lodge of
Eng land ,  under  the  appo in ted  P rov inc ia l  Grand  Mas te r ,  R t .  Wor .  B ro .
S imon  McGi l I i v ray .

Lodge  No .  2 I ,  P rov inc ia l  Grand  Lodge  o f  Upper  Canada ,
"A tho l1 "  Grand  Lodge  o f  Eng land ,  (Anc ien ts )

Names marked wi th  a s tar  (  *  )  are or ig ina l  members

Name When Insta l led

W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .

James Burd ick *
Enoch Burd ick *
Samuel  Canf ie ld
Harmon Laurence
Rober t  Sweet  *

S i kes  Towns ley*
S ikes  Towns ley
Sikes Townsley

. . . June
. . . .December

*  . .  . . . . June
*  . .  December

.  December

June  l8 I0
. . . .December  tB I0

December  lS l l

1803
r803
1804
lB04  See  No te
1807  See  No te
1808

( a )
( a )

David Cur t is December
Ca leb  S ta f fo rd  * , . . . June  1809
David Cur t is December  1809

Calv in  Mart in
Archibald Burch
Archibald Burch
Gordon  Mer r i ck
Reuben Hambleton
Reuben Hambleton
Reuben Hambleton

David Cur t is
Dav id  Cur t i s
Ichabod Ha1l
E l i sha  Ha l I
Calv in  Mart in
Calv in  Mart in
David Cur t is
David Cur t is
Calv in  Mart in

June
.  December

June

June  1812  See  No te  (a )
1813
t  813
1814

C a n a d a ,  E . R .
1 8 2 1 .

Canada and
L822.

See  Note  (a )

December  18 I4
June  I8 I5

December  1815
June  1816

December  I8 t6
December  1817

June  lS fg
December  1818

June  1819
December  1819

: : : : . :;;;; i l ; ' i [;t: 133? see Nore (a)

Note  (a ) :  No  E lec t i ons  we re  he ld  June  &  December  1805  &  1806 '
June  1807 ,  June  1808 ,  December  1812 ,  L82 l -  and  L822 .

King Hi ram Lodge No.  2L,  Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge of  Upper
Name King Hi ram Lodge was f i rs t  recorded ear ly  in

King Hi ram Lodge No.  L2,  Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge of  Upper
l i s t ed  as  No .765 ,  E .R . ,  Un i t ed  Grand  Lodge  o f  Eng land ,

W.  B ro .  Reuben  Hamb le ton . . . . . .  (Hea led ,  Oc tobe r  L822 )
w .  B ro .  Reuben  Hamb le ton . . .  .  i . . . .December  1823
W.  B ro .  So lomon  K ing  . . .Augus t  L824
W.  B ro .  So lomon  K ing  .December  1824
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W.  B ro .  S .  W i l l i ams  . June  1825
W.  B ro .  So lomon  K ing  .December  LB25
W.  B ro .  I r a  Ca r ro l l  . June  L826
W. Bro.  David Cur t is  June L827
W. Bro.  Solomon King .December L827
W.  B ro .  Dav id  Cur t i s  June  1828
W. Bro.  Solomon King June L829
W.  B ro .  Lev i  War ren  . Ju lY  f 830

The  Prov inc ia l  Grand  Lodge  ceased  to  be  e f fec t i ve  abou t  1830 ,  d t  t he
peak  o f  t he  "an t i -mason ic "  reac t i on  to  the  "Morgan  A f fa i r "  i n  t he  U .S .
which d i rect ly  a f fected Upper  Canada.  This  was dur ing the same t ime
the pol i t ica l  turmoi l  o f  the " reform" movement  led to  the Rebel l ion of
1837 .  Many  masons  were  re fo rmers ,  and  b randed  by  the  au tho r i t i es  as
d i s loya l .  Some lodges  suspended  the i r  ac t i v i t y  i n  f ea r  o f  be ing
labe l l ed  t reasonous ;  pe rhaps  H ing  H i ram may  have  been  one  o f  t hese .

A number of  K ing Hi ram brethren were " rebels"  and forced to  f lee
to Amer ica.  The local  ora l  t rad i t ion says the Lodge d id meet  spora-
d i ca l l y  du r ing  th i s  pe r iod ,  bu t  we  can  f i nd  no  m inu tes  to  con f i rm  i t .

K ing  H i ram Lodge  No .  226 t  l r i sh  Cons t i t u t i on ,  Grand  Lodge  o f  I re land

W.
w.
W.
w.
w.
W.
w.
W.
W.
W.
W.
W.
W.
W.
W.

Bro .  Dav id  Cu r t i s  . . . . as  I s t  W .M.  Aug .  30 th  1851
Bro .  Dav id  Cu r t i s  . . . Janua rY  1852
Bro .  Dav id  Cur t i s  June  1852
Bro .  D r .  John  Jay  Hoy t ,  M .D  . . .December  1852
Bro .  John  Ga l l i f o rd  . . . June  1853
Bro .  John  Ga l l i f o rd  . . . .December  1853
Bro .  D r .  John  Jay  Hoy t ,  M .D  . . June  1854
Bro .  John  Pa t t e r son  . . . .December  1854
Bro .  Bu r ton  Benne t t  . . . June  f 855
Bro .  Bu r ton  Benne t t  . . . .December  1855
Bro .  Bu r ton  Benne t t  . . .  t .  . . . June  1856
Bro .  E t i sha  Ha l I ,  J t  December  1856
Bro .  E l i sha  Ha l l ,  J r  . . . . June  1857
Bro .  E l i sha  Ha l l ,  J t  December  f 857
Bro .  John  Poo le  . . June  1858

K ing  H i ram Lodge  No .  37 ,  G rand  Lodge  o f  Canada '  A .F .  &  A .M . ,  G .R .C .

R t .
V .

R t .
V .
R t .

R t .

W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .

M .  Wa lsh

James Vine
George  W.  A l l en
Richard Chambers
E l i sha  Ha l l  I  J r .
Hy Taylor
James Gust in
James W. Chambers
P .  J .  B rown
J a m e s  C a n f i e l d
Dr .  I .  R .  Wa1ke r , M .  D .
C .  H .  So r l ey
Char les  H .  S lawson
W.  A .  Woo l son
C h a r l e s  H .  S l a w s o n
Robert  Vance
Wi l l iam Thompson

1859
1860
lB  61

.L862
1863
1864
1865

1866 -18  67  /Gd .  S r .War  L869 /DDGM 1870 -71
1868 - I869  Gd .S tew 'd  1871
1870 -1871
L872-L873
1874 -1875  Gd .Regs r  .  T877
LB16 -L877  Gd .  Swd .B r  1883
1878 -1879
1880 -1881

! . . . . . . . . 1882 -1883
1884 -1885  Gd .J r .War  1889
1886 -1887W.  L .  Underwood
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W.  B ro .  John  Podmore  f 888 -1889
W.  B ro .  J .  F red  Choa te  . . . 1890

V .  W.  B ro .  James  P .  Bo les  . . . 189L -L892  Gd .Pu rsv t  1899
W.  B ro ,  James  Vance  . 1893 -1894
W.  B ro .  B .  Pa t t e r son  1895 -1896

V .  W.  B ro .  James  P .  Bo les  . . . L897
W.  B ro .  J .  M .  Cu r r y  . 1898
W.  B ro .  Cha r l es  A .  Choa te  lB99
W.  B ro .  H .  Row land  . . f 900
W.  B ro .  Geo rge  J .  Ph i l l i p s  . . . . 1901
W.  B ro .  Aus t i n  M i l l e r  .  .  .  . 1902
W.  B ro .  D r .  J .  A .  Ne f f  ,  M .D  1903
W.  B ro .  J .  W .  Pa t t e r son  . . 1904 -1905
W.  B ro .  R i cha rd  N .  Thu r te l l  . . . . 1906

V .  W.  B ro .  D r .  J .  B .  Co le r i dge ,  M .D .  . . . 1907  Gd .S tew 'd  t 9 I1
R t .  W .  B ro .  Geo rge  Nay lo r  . . . . 1908  DDGM 1910

W.  B ro .  W.  H .  Thompson  . . . f  909
W.  B ro .  MacDona ld  Wa l l ace  . 1910

Rt .  W.  B ro .  Roge r  M i l l e r  l 91 l  G .J r .War  L9L2
W.  B ro .  A r t hu r  S .  C raw fo rd  L9L2
W.  B ro .  Rev .  R .  J .  M .  Pe rk i n  . . . 1913
W.  B ro .  D r .  W .  J .  MacMur ray ,  M .D .  . . . . 1914

V .  W.  B ro .  G .  Ma rsha l l  McKay  1915  Gd .S tew 'd  L922
Rt .  W.  B ro .  Robe r t  B .  Hu t t  . . . 1916  DDGM L92L

W.  B ro .  A .  R .  Bu r rows  . . . . L9L7
W.  B ro .  A .  T .  Lowe  . . 1918
W.  B ro .  Rev .  John  Po l l ock  I 9 l 9

R t .  W .  B ro .  Robe r t  B .  Hu t t  . . . 1920
R t .  W.  B ro .  Ha r r y  T .  Bower  . . . 1921  DDGM L947

W.  B ro .  R .  T .  Pember ton  . . L922
W.  B ro .  D r .  Cha r l es  C .  Co rn i sh ,  M .D  . . L923
W.  B ro .  Roy  W.  Green  L924
W.  B ro .  C la rence  Gr i eve  . . L925
W.  B ro .  Dav id  H .  McG i l l  . . L926
W.  B ro .  R .  S te r l i ng  C la r k  L927 -1928
W.  B ro .  Cha r l es  W.  R i l ey  . L929
W.  B ro .  D r .  He rbe r t  B .  McKay  D .D .S .  . 1930
W.  B ro .  A r t hu r  Angood  . . . . 1931
W.  B ro .  Wa l te r  F .  W in law  .L932
W.  B ro .  J .  Fe r r i s  Dav id  . . 1933

V .  W.  B ro .  Thomas  E .  Jackson  1934  Gd .S tew 'd  1948
W.  B ro .  W i l t i am  Moggach  . . 1935
W.  B ro .  Geo rge  H .  F rase r  . f 936
W.  B ro .  A rch ie  McCoombs  . . 1937

V .  W.  B ro .  Joseph  A .  Wa tmough  1938 -1939  Gd .S tew 'd  L947
Cap t .  W .  B ro .  Howard  S .  Wr igh t . . . . 1940  RAF  Fe r r y  Command ,  k i l l ed  L945
'  W.  B ro .  John  J .  C .  L i t t l e  L94L

W.  B ro .  D r .  Cec i l  A .  Osbo rn ,  M .D  L942 -L943
W.  B ro .  Ha r r y  R .  Co rne l l  . L944
W.  B ro .  John  G .  Robb ins  . . L945
W.  B ro .  C l i f  f  o rd  A .  Love  . 1946

Po l i ce  Ch ie f  W.  B ro .  A lexande r  S .  Ca l l ande r  . . L947
W.  B ro .  Geo rge  H .  Go f f i n  . 1948
W.  B ro .  A t l i s t e r  G .  Mu r ray  . . . . L949
w .  B ro .  G .  Howard  Chamber l a i n  . r . . . . . 1950
W.  B ro .  Ha ro ld  J .  Up fo l d  . 1951 -1952  Gd .S tew 'd  L975
W.  B ro .  Leonard  G .  D iggs r r o o r  . . . . 1 9 5 3

V .

W.  B ro .  E rnes t  E .  Buck  . . . 1954



V .

W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .

Ma jo r
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
W.  B ro .
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Har r y  R .  Nag le  .  .  . 1955
een  A .  Ho l l i nd  .  .  . 1956
Wi l l iam Rober tson L957
Cha r l es  E .  Rudd  . . 1958
Edward  C .  Johnson  1959
Ivan  R .  Sm i th  . . . . 1960
Cec i l  W .  W i l son  .  . 1961
Rober t  L .  Clemens L962
Haro ld  C .  McRobe r t s  . . . . 1963
Wi l f r ed  C .  Ga r ra t t  . . . . L964
Rona ld  L .  I nnes  . .  . 1965
Wi l f r ed  C .  Ga r ra t t  1965
Joseph  R .  Ba rne t t  f 966
A lbe r t  Powe l l  . . . . L967
Kenne th  E .  Nada l i n  . . . . 1968
T.  James Boni face L969
Ma lco lm ( t t t ac )  w .  B ranscombe  1970

Gd .S tew 'd  1966

Maxwe l l  W .  Pe t i t  . L97L
Joe l  C .  P ipe r  . . . . L97  2  DDGM L977
Char l es  (euck )  Johns ton  . . . . 1973

W.  B ro .  Robe r t  A .  Co l l i n s  . . . L974
S tewar t  L .  Thu r te l l  . . . . L975  Gd .S tew 'd  1978
Russe l l  B .  P ipe r  . L976 -L977
Wayne  E .  Kaake  . . . 1978
Edward  G .  T .  van  Rees  .1979
Kenne th  A .  Legacy  f980
James  F .  Vyse  . . . . 198 I
Thomas  R .  Pa rke r ,  Q .C  . . . L982  Gd .S tew 'd  L992
Robe r t  J .  We I t  . . . 1993
Thomas  C .  Be r t r and  .  .  . . 1984
Grego ry  F .  C lemens  . . . . 1985
KenneLh  L .  R i l ey  . 1986
Doug las  R .  Bender  1987  DDGM 1991
J o h n  L .  S a v a g e l 98B  (Pas t  G rand  Mas te r  I .O .O .F . )
O .  Roy  Kno t t  1989
Denn i s  M .  Fe i ck  . . 1990
Lawrence  E .  Pye  . . 1991
Dona ld  R .  Rumb le  . . L992

(Pa r t  Yea r )
(Ba lance  Year )

R t .

Pipe
V .

R t .

V .
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THE BADGE OF KING HIRAM LODGE No.  37,  as adopted by the Lodge in  1978

The Lodge Badge ref lects  the c lose connect ion of  the Lodge to i ts
home communi ty  of  Ingersol l .  Thus the Lodge Badge design is  readi ly
ident i f ied wi th  the badge of  the Town of  Ingersol l ,  a  re la t ionship
which is  no mere co inc idence,  as the fa te of  both are forever  in ter -
twined.

The design of  both badges are d i rect ly  l inked to  the f i rs t
European set t ler  herer  or r r  notable masonic  brother ,  Major  Thomas
Inge rso l l ,  who  a r r i ved  i n  the  sp r ing  o f  L793 .  B ro .  I nge rso l l  de l i be r -
a te l y  chose  th i s  pa r t i cu la r  t owns i te  fo r  h i s  64 '000  ac re  Crown  land
grant ,  where he was requi red to  br ing in  permanent  set t lers  of
qua l i t y .  H i s  cho ice  was  d i c ta ted  by  p rac t i ca l  reasons .  The  g rowth  o f
€f re communi ty  was so successfu l ,  the Lodge was inst i tu ted wi th in  a
mere l0  years.  Thus,  the success of  the set t lement  and that  o f  the
Lodge are forever  d i rect ly  connected.

Both badges were drawn by the same profess ional  ar t is t .

A explanat ion of  the symbol ism in  these badges fo l lows:

Both badge designs depic t  a  "dexter"  band across the sh ie ld ,  r€P-
resent ing the Thames River  ly ing in  an wide a l luv ia l  va l ley between
h igh  h i l l s .  B ro .  I nge rso l l  chose  th i s  un ique  s i t e  as  the re  a re  no
le is  than e ight  creeks enter ing the Thames wi th in  the townsiLe area.
Therefore waterpower was avai lab le,  a  very impor tant  energy source in
the far -of f  days of  the lSth century.  The h igh h i l ls  to  the nor th and
sou th  were  heav i l y  wooded ,  i nd i ca t i ng  fe r t i l e  so i l  f o r  f a rms teads '
and being e levated,  were therefore wel l  dra inedr  r lo  smal l  concern for
success fu l  ag r i cu l t u re .  The  fo res ts ,  ma in l y  ha rdwoods  to  the  no r th '
and p ine and spruce Lo the south would prov ide t imber  for  const -
ruct ion and lumber for  commerce.  The main east -west  road,  to  be bui l t
by  Ma jo r  I nge rso l l  f r om Bur fo rd  to  Wes tm ins te r  (London)  '  was  to
to t tow-  the  r i ve r  va l l ey .  A l so ,  t he  we l l - t r ave l l ed  anc ien t  no r th -
west  by south-  east  Ind ian t ra i l  f rom Lake Er ie  to  Lake Huron forded
the r iver  about  where the Thames Street  br idge now stands.

The f i rs t  meet ing of  the Lodge in  1803 was held near  th is
c ross ing  p1ace .  The  sh ie l d  t he re fo re  c l ea r l y  dep i c t s  B ro .  I nge rso l l r s
cho ice .

In  the Lodge badge,  a " roundel"  or  c i rc le  surrounds and suppor ts
the sh ietd,  d isptay ing two Canadian maple leaves "s l ipped" .  The
t i t les are shown wi th in  the c i rc le .  Wi th in  the sh ie ld ,  the upper
quar ter  shows a readi ly  ident i f ied and bold "square and compass" ,  and
in the lower quar ter ,  a  c i rcu lar  panel  d isp lays " three s tepsr  repre-
sent ing the three Craf t  degrees '  suppor t ing an a lLar ,  and on the
al tar r  Eul  open book between two p i l lars  surmounted by an arch and
keystone" ,  wel l -known masonic  symbols which i l lust rate and ident i . fy
ou r  t rad i t -  i ons .

There fo re ,  t he  Badge  o f  K ing  H i ram Lodge  No .  37  ,  A .F .  and  A .M. ,
G .R .C .  was  adop ted  to  show the  h i s to r i ca l ,  geograph ica l  and  mason ic
her i tage va lues of  th is  Lodge,  and i ts  p lace in  th is  communi ty .  And
spec i f i ca l l y ,  t o  p roud ly  rep resen t  t h i s  h i s to r i c  and  venerab le  o ld
Lodge.  In  d isp lay ing th is  badger  w€ respect fu l ly  honour  our  past ,
take pr ide in  our  present ,  look to  our  fu ture in  hope'  as we hand on
our  lodge t rad i t ions to  those we t rust  wi l l  cont j -nue them for
generat ions yet  to  be.
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EDITORIAL NOTES

1) I t  is  in terest ing to  note i t  was customary in  the ear ly  years
for  a  Worshipfu l  Master  to  be e lected for  a  s ix-month term of  o f f ice.
In  some cases the term seems to have been extended to one or  more
years between e lect ions.  Perhaps th is  ind icates d i f f icu l ty  in  hav ing
qua t i f i ed  masons  ava i l ab le ,  o r  t he  cu r ren t  mas te r  was  g i v ing  sa t i s -
fact ion to  the brethren.  Or  perchance there was a more casual  a t t i tude
toward lodge ru les in  those days,  due,  in  par t  to  the lack of  over-
s ight  by the Prov inc ia l  Grand Lodge of  the t ime.

Among those serv ing more than two terms are the fo l lowing brethren:
W.  B ro .  Dav id  Cur t i s '  11  te rms  equa l  t o  seven  yea rs
W.  B ro .  So lomon  K ing ,  7  te rms  equa l  t o  f i ve  yea rs
W. Bro.  Reuben Hambleton,  7  terms equal  to  four-and-a-ha1f  years
W. Bro.  S ikes Townley,  3  terms equal  to  four  years
W.  B ro .  E l i sha  Ha l I  J r . , 4  t e rms  equa l  t o  two  yea rs
W. Bro.  Harmon Laurence appears to  have served for  one term of
th ree  yea rs ,  December  1804  to  December  1807 .  See  No te  (a )  Page  20

2)  Elect ions to  of f ice were held twice a yearr  o f l  June 24t t :  the
Feas t  o f  S t .  John  the  Bap t i s t ;  and  on  December  27Lh  the  Feas t  o f  S t .
John the Evangel is t .  The two feast  days were ca l led the "Lodge of  St .
Johnr"  where the semi-annual  fest iva ls  of  the name inc luded the e lec-
t i ons  to  o f f i ce .  These  were  occas ions  fo r  ce leb ra t i on  o f  t he  soc ia l
v i r tues wi th  good cheer  and fe l lowship.  Admiss ion requi red a one
sh i l l i ng  admiss ion  fee  fo r  members ,  and  two  sh i l l i ng  fo r  v i s i t o rs .
Such occasions were somet imes made in to very tame af fa i rs  or  even
omit ted dur ing hard t imes,  not  unknown in  ear ly  Upper  Canada.

References to  a St .  John as a patron sa int  o f  masonry are found
in very o ld  masonic  wr i t ings f rom the 14th century,  and are genera l ly
though t  t o  re fe r  t o  S t .  John  the  Bap t i s t .  La te r  w r i t i ngs  i nc lude  S t .
John the Evangel is t .  These t rad i t ions are very much Chr is t ian in
character ,  and very ev ident  in  the days of  the pure ly  "operat ive
masons . "  The  r i se  o f  " specu la t i ve  masonry "  con t i nued  the  p rac t i ce  o f
mainta in ing the "sa ints '  days"  t rad i t ions even though masonry had
become more universal ,  def ined in  the ear ly  18th century as bel ie f  in
the Great  Archi tect  o f  the Universe.  This  d is t inct ion was made c lear
i n  Ande rson ' s  f i r s t  Book  o f  Cons t i t u t i on  o f  L723 .  Thus  a  mason ' s
re l i g ion ,  spec i f i c  f a i t h  o r  mode  o f  worsh ip  was  a  pe rsona l  cho i ce  and
each  man 's  own  respons ib i l i t y .

The re  a re  mason ic  re fe rences  to  ano the r  S t .  John ,  S t .  John  the
Almoner ,  born in  the s ix th century,  sa id to  be a son of  a  King of
Cyprus and par t icu lar ly  revered by the masonic  Knight  Templar  orders.

3 )  See  Page  6  &  Page  2L .  "The  Morgan  A f fa i r "  re fe r  t o :
( i )  CMRA Pape rs ,  pub l i shed  by  The  He r i t age  Lodge  No .  730 ,  ( 1986 ) r '
Vo1  I I ,  Page  799 . .  "The  Grea t  W i l l i am Morgan  Mys te ry "  by  R .V .  Har r i s .

( i i )  "Whence Come We" publ ished by the Grand Lodge of  Canada,  Ontar io
Page 52t  "The Morgan Af fa i r  and i ts  Af termath"  Edi ted by The
Commit tee on the His tory ,  Wal lace Mcleod,  Chai rman

4)  See  Page  10 .  "The  Roya1  Exchange  Ho te t "  I oca ted  on  eas t  s ide  o f
Thames Street  South,  la ter  conver ted to  a mul t i -s tore bui ld ing bet-
ween the dry c leaners and the present  Chinese restaurant .  I t  was
the  f i nes t  hos te l r y  i n  I nge rso l l  i n  t he  1870 ' s .  Fa l l i ng  on  ev i l
days ,  i t  u l t ima te l y  became known  as  the  "Bummer ' s  Roos t . "
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ADDENDUM - NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF KING HIRAM LODGE

The  d i sc repanc ies  i n  t he  reco rd  conce rn ing  B ro .  Dav id  Cur t i s
Cu r t i s  tA r  Cu r t i s  rB l

K ing  H i ram (now  #37 )  |  e ran t  Lodge  (now  #45 )
* * * * * * J . * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * : b : k * * * * * * t r * * * * * * * r . * * * * * t r * * * * * * * * r t * * * * * * * * * * * * *

(F rom va r i ous  pub l i shed  reco rds )  |  (F rom V .  Wor  B ro .  Ge r r y  Wr igh t ,
Secy  ( i f  W .U .  1808  had  t o  be  2L ,  1807 '  I  o f  B ran t  Lodge  #45 ,  f r om
the i r  t hen  bo rn  no  l a te r  t han  L786 ,  I  r eco rds )

(Cu r t i s  A  bo rn  L786 ,  1853  =  67? )  I  (Bo rn  L822 )
1850  C le rk  Wes t  Ox fo rd  Twnshp  I  W. t ' t .  o f  B ran t  f o r  yea rs :

(Taxes  l ev i ed  =  LL2  Pound  S te r l ,  |  1859 ;  1860 ;  I 86 t ;

I a tes t  da te  poss ib le )
Dav id  Cu r t i s  F i r s t  Re f .  1808 -1852

(as  W. t t ' t .  )
A r r i ved  as  se t t l e r  1802

Lo t  L2 ,  O ld  S tage  Rd  ( f i ng  s t  E )
Oxford-on-Thames (West  Ox Twnshp)

1808  ( see  Ox fo rd  Coun ty
Gaze tee r  Shens tone ,  1852 )

W.  Ox fo rd  H i s to r y ,  i n  L827 .
G .R .C . :

Ch i td ren  o f  Dav id  o r  Hu l l  Cu r t i s
pup i l s  i n  P ipe r ' s  Schoo l?

Phoebe and Danie l  Cur t is

tB64
L25  s '  l I  d ; )

( see  Shens tone ,  Ox  Gaze tee r )

On union of  GRC & Anc Prov Lodge
i f  bo rn  L786 ,  t hen  a t  l eas t  a

72  y rs  i n  1858  a t  t ha t  t ime

1856 ,  Cu r t i s  a  t r us tee  o f  BaP t i s t
Church  a t  P ipe r rs  Corne rs
(w .  ox  H i s t )  (m in  age  =  70? )

As  on  W i l son  T res t l e  Bd ,  1989 :
DDGM:  lB63 -1869 ) - - - - - - - - (How So? )
(R t .  Wor .  B ro . )

The  Lodge :
B ran t  #323  I .R .  I ns t  6  June  1853

22  c .R .C .  1855
re -numbered  as  #45 ,  1858

Dav id  Cur t i s ,  f i r s t  re fe rences  i n
I  B ran t  Lodge  reco rds :

F rom Ami t y  Lodge  +29  P .R . ,  l a t e r
I  as . :  Ami t y  #32 ,  Dunnv i l l e ,

Cu r t i s  rB '  i n i t i a t ed  1852 .
I  a f f i l i a ted  i n  B ran t  Lodge  on

I  6  June  1853  age  31  y rs

I  appo in ted  as :
Gd.J r .Deacon  15  JUI  1858

(  uBu  Grd .  J r .  Deacon ,  (V .  W.  g ro .  )
be fo re  he  was  a  Wor .  Mas te r?  on

ed I union of GRC & Anc Gd Lodge
(see  Robe r t son ,  Vo l .  I I )

l 99 l  P roceed ings  o f  G .  Lodge :
D .  Cu r t i s ,  J r . :  G r .  Regs t r  186 l

(n t .  Wor .  B ro . )  I s  J r .  same  man?

As  in  B ran t  Lodge  Records :
- -DDGMz L867 ,  1868 '  1869 '  I 870

J r?
es tab l i shed .

I t  seems we have two d i f ferent  brethren named David Cur t is  !
Wh ich  p roves  no th ing  i s  eve r  ce r ta in  i n  deve lop ing  an  h i s to r i ca l  re -

co rd .  Were  they  re la ted?  PROBABLE:  a  co inc idence  no  re la t i onsh ip !
n i d  oav id  'B '  have  a  son '  Dav id  J r .  ??

Checking Grand Lodge records has brought  us as far  as we are
ab le  to  go  i n  be ing  as  ce r ta in  as  wer l l  eve r  be .  We a re  unab le  to
reconc i l e  t hese  d i f f e rences ,  un less  more  i n fo rma t ion  can  be  found .

W.  Ox  H i s t :  Map  : - 876  shows :
Lo t  11  owned  by :  a  Mrs .  Cu r t i s .

w idow o f  Hu l I  Cu r t i s .
David of  Lot  L2

We a re  g ra te fu l  f o r  t he  he lP  o f  V .
B ran t  Lodge  No .  45 ,  f o r  g i v ing  us  the

Stew Thur te l l

Bo rn :  L822 ;  D ied :  18  Feb  1889 ,
age  67  y r s .

Was  Dav id  'B '  Co l l ec to r  o f
I  Cus toms  a t  B ran t fo rd?  S r .  o r

_  - i  |  -

Wor .  B ro .  Ger ry  Wr igh t  o f
B ran t  Lodge  s to ry .

( 1876  1786  =  90 y rs?  d ied?  )  |  da tes  to  be

December  t5 th  1991


